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If you missed last month’s meeting you missed a humdinger. 
  

SUL ROSS AUGUST MEETING A HIT! 
  
The Sul Ross Camp 1457 met on August 27, 2010, and enjoyed an 
excellent presentation by noted arms collector, Flem Rogers of West 
Columbia, Texas, who as dressed as a Major in the U.S. Army, circa 
1830’s.  Flem, a retired professional photographer and full time 
fisherman and paddleboat captain, brought portions from his 
spectacular collection of antique firearms and edged 
weapons.  More than a mere show and tell, he presented keen 
insight into living in the Republic of Texas, with some humor added.  
  
Prior to the presentation, we welcomed new member, Dr. Nolan 
Shipman.  Compatriot Col. Dennis Beal, USMC (ret.), Chief of Staff to 
Texas Division Commander Dr. Ray James, was presented with his 
life membership in SCV.  Compatriot Henry Hansen was recognized 
by the Texas Division for work he has performed over the last year 
as genealogist for the Texas Division.  Last month, compatriot Henry 
Mayo was recognized for his work researching title to the property 
which was donated to the Texas Division with a bill board on 
highway 290. 
  
We continue making plans to host the Texas Division reunion in 
Bryan next June, and look forward to extending the right hand of 
fellowship to compatriots from all parts of our great state. 
  
We had some problems though.  See letter on next two pages. 
 

 
 
 

(Continued on pages 2 - 4 & 76) 
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(Continued from page 1) 
 
Manager (CC owner, Corporate) 

IHOP Restaurant 

758 N. Earl Rudder Fwy 

Bryan, Texas 

  

Sir: 

  

Please be advised that the Sul Ross Camp, Sons of Confederate Veterans, will no longer be meeting at 
your establishment on the fourth Thursday of each month. 
As I am sure you are aware, we attempted to meet at your establishment on August 27, 2010, at approxi-
mately 6:15 pm for our monthly meeting.  As is our custom, we had a speaker who was to present a 
speech entitled “Guns of the 1830’s”.  He was to display some antique firearms from his personal collec-
tion, and rather than carrying them through your restaurant, we asked a waitress if we could open the 
emergency exit which opened directly into the meeting room. She in turn responded that she would have 
to ask the shift manager.   

  

After some delay, we were informed that we would not be allowed to bring the antique firearms; which 
we wish to make clear are not firearms as that term is defined by federal or state law, but rather are clas-
sified as antiques or curios).  Further, we were advised that we would not be allowed to display our flags, 
which include the United States Flag, the Texas Flag and the Confederate Battle Flag, because you had 
received a complaint from a customer the previous month.  At that point (about 7:00 pm) we decided to 
move the meeting to another restaurant, which had a very nice meeting room and was willing to serve 32 
members and guests on very short notice. 

(Continued on pages 3 - 4 & 76) 
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We deplore the unprofessional response by upper management; who should have informed us of the pol-
icy long before we arrived to conduct our meeting. Management knew we were a Confederate heritage 
group that conducted programs about the history of the war.  Antique firearms were bound to be featured 
in programs and the last minute notice caused us considerable inconvenience. The antiques in question 
were all more than 150 years old and hadn’t been fired in years.  

 It was a widely advertised program and we lost participants due to the unplanned move. Given the last 
minute nature of your company’s objections, we should have been allowed to proceed this time and in-
formed us of that the policy would be enforced in the future.  

  

Further, next June, our organization is hosting a convention at your neighbor, Great Western Hotel, for 
over 400 members and family of Sons of Confederate Veterans attending.  In order to avoid problems for 
them we will advise them of your disdain for the Confederate Flag.  

  

Yours with true Southern courtesy,  

  

Bob Marcotte, Commander 

Sul Ross Camp #1457  

Cell) 979-324-6277; Home) 979-775-1894 

Bryan/College Station, TX 

bmarcotte@rec.tamu.edu 

         
 

(Continued from page 2) 
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You can decide for yourself whether you want to support this Confederate unfriendly 
restaurant chain with your business or not in the future. Tell your friends and family 
members what you think as well. 

  

Due to that matter. Your officers and I have met with the general manager of Johnny 
Carino’s and they will host us for the next 2 months.  

  

On September 23 Stephen Kinnaman is speaking on the CSA Alabama& James Dun-
woody Bulloch. On October 21 Tom Knowles is speaking on the Texas Rangers.  

 

For the last meeting of this year, Dave Burdett and others are planning a “Confederate 
Christmas” Party to be hosted at his home in Benchley on Thursday, December 9th. Look 
for more details as they are developed and set the date on your calendar. We want a lot 
of people to attend and celebrate the Christmas Holiday and our Confederate Heritage.  

  

Bob Marcotte, Commander 

Sul Ross Camp #1457  

Cell) 979-324-6277; Home) 979-775-1894 

Bryan/College Station, TX 

bmarcotte@rec.tamu.edu 

(Continued from page 3) 
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Gentlemen: It is my sad duty to inform you of the passing of Dwain Bobbitt.  Compatriot 
Bobbitt died suddenly of a heart attack.   
  
Johnnie Holley 
Cmdr. 
East Texas Brig. 

In Memoriam  
Compatriot Dwain Bobbitt 

January 18, 1949 - August 24, 2010 

(Continued on pages 6 - 8 



P a g e  6  T h e  L o n e  S t a r       

T e x a s  D i v i s i o n  N e w s  —  C o n t i n u e d  

In Memoriam  
Compatriot Dwain Bobbitt 

January 18, 1949 - August 24, 2010 

(Continued on pages 7 - 8) 

(Continued from page 5) 



P a g e  7  T h e  L o n e  S t a r       

T e x a s  D i v i s i o n  N e w s  —  C o n t i n u e d  

In Memoriam  
Compatriot Dwain Bobbitt 

January 18, 1949 - August 24, 2010 

(Continued on page 8) 

(Continued from page 6) 



P a g e  8  T h e  L o n e  S t a r       

T e x a s  D i v i s i o n  N e w s  —  C o n t i n u e d  

In Memoriam  
Compatriot Dwain Bobbitt 

January 18, 1949 - August 24, 2010 

(Continued from page 7) 



P a g e  9  T h e  L o n e  S t a r       

Stephen Dill Lee Institute — Mark Your Calendars 

 
Mark your calendars for February 4-5 in Charleston, South Carolina, for the 
2011 Stephen Dill Lee Institute at the famed Francis Marion Hotel in 
historic downtown Charleston. 
 
 
This years theme will be "Thomas Jefferson v. Abraham Lincoln: Opposing 
Visions of America". Dr. Thomas DiLorenzo is preparing another outstanding 
educational program which everyone will enjoy.  
 
 
Registration will be the usual $150 with $125 for SCV members and family. 
The cost of the hotel is $129, a great reduction from the normal hotel rate. 
 
 
 
We are especially interested in students and teachers attending and have 
plenty of SCHOLARSHIP money for those who are interested.  
 
 
Anyone having questions can contact me at 804-389-3620. Please visit our 
website at www.StephenDLeeInstitute.com for registration and hotel 
information. 
 
 
 
                                                      Brag Bowling 
                                                      Chairman 
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The Lone Star Book Review 
Ed Porter — Book Review Editor 

Welcome my reader friends, this month, will feature some books that deal with the Civil War in Georgia and 
some on the First World War.  I will review some more books from our regular contributors and look at some 
books from new publishers.  There is a very important message to publishers and book dealers at the end of the 
September Book Review so please check it out.  So let’s get started on this interesting review of some excellent 
books for the early autumn season.  I think you will be very pleased with the variety of subjects presented. 

Ed Porter/Editor 
 

THE LONE STAR BOOK REVIEW RATING SYSTEM: 
 

“WOW!” Rating- a book that far exceeds the current expectations of the reader.  This is an ever-
changing rating as expectations are always changing hopefully for the better.  Readers are continually 
looking for excellence in the publications that they read.  Authors and publishers should always be striving 
for complete and total customer satisfaction.  These are the required goals to be satisfied by any company 
competing in today’s global marketplace. 
 
“Excellent” Rating- a book that meets all of the current expectations of the reader. 
 
“Good” Rating- a book that meets the majority of the current expectations of the reader.  
 
Any book that rates below a “Good” Rating is not reviewed in THE LONE STAR REVIEW as it is a 
total waste of my time and your consumer dollars to pursue.  I am constantly striving for LITERARY 
EXCELLENCE in what is presented in THE LONE STAR BOOK REVIEW for the reading audience. 
 

~ The publishers are listed in no specific order, luck of the draw is the fairest way for all. ~ 
 

“I touch the future.  I teach.” 
~ Christa McAuliffe (1948-1986) ~  

 
University of Washington Press 

P.O. Box 50096 Seattle, Washington 98145-5096, USA 
Phone: (206) 543-4050 Fax: (206) 543-3932 

www.washington.edu/uwpress  
 

Warship under Sail: The USS Decatur in the Pacific West by Lorraine McConaghy, November 2009, 
344 pages, 53 illus., 5 maps, notes, bibliog., index, 8.5x10in.  
ISBN: 978-0-295-98955-6 Cloth w d/j, Price: $34.95/L26.99 
 
This is an excellent book for those who are interested in naval history and the Pacific Northwest in the 
1850’s.  This is a quality made book, with a good binding that will last a lifetime.  The cover has a beautiful 
illustration of the USS Decatur firing a broadside.  The illustrations are very educational and the maps are 
very informative.  This book gives you a very good insight into life on a U.S. warship under sail during the 
1850’s.  This very interesting book is “WOW!” rated. 
 

“Education is when you read the fine print.  Experience is what you get if you don’t.” 
~ Folk Singer Pete Seeger (1919-) ~  

 
(Continued on page 11) 
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WALKER & COMPANY 
AN IMPRINT OF BLOOMSBURY 
Where Ever Good Books Are Sold 

 
DOUBLE DEATH: The True Story of Pryce Lewis, the Civil War’s Most Daring Spy  
By Gavin Moritmer, ISBN-13: 9780802717696 Cloth w d/j, 304 pages, Pub: Aug. 24, 2010 
Price: $26.00 
 
On a snowy night in 1911 a man jumped to his death from New York’s Pulitzer Building.  A day later the front 
page of the New York Times read: “World Dome Suicide a Famous War Spy.”  The headline did the man 
justice, speaking to the dramatic, vitally important, and until now untold role Pryce Lewis had played in the 
American Civil War. 
 
The famed Pinkerton Detective Agency had been enlisted to perform espionage services for the Union in the 
early days of the war.  Pryce Lewis was one of their finest detectives.  He was an Englishman by birth; his 
heritage was perfect cover in the southern states, as they were still hopeful that England would come to the 
aid of the Confederacy.  Pryce Lewis was a witness to the chaos and passions of the citizens of Richmond 
and the Shenandoah Valley in the early years of the war. 
 
Lewis and his companions were captured in Richmond and their trial changed the way both sides dealt with 
spies caught in their midst.  Surviving the war only to meet his own heartbreaking end years later.  Pryce 
Lewis was one of the many figures who was instrumental in the fate of our nation, and until now completely 
unknown to the general reader.  This book is “WOW!” rated. 
 
“American history is longer, larger, more various, more beautiful, and more terrible than anything 

anyone has ever said about It.” ~ James Baldwin ~ “A Talk to Teachers” (1963) 
 

PELICAN PUBLISHING COMPANY 
1000 Burmaster St., Gretna, LA 70053-2246  
Phone: 1-800-843-1724 or 1-888-5-PELICAN 

Web: http://www.pelicanpub.com  
 
THE TENNESSEE BRIGADE by Compatriot Randy Bishop, 392 pages, 6x9, Photos, Illus. Maps, 
Notes, Biblio. and Index, ISBN-13: 9781589807709 Trade Paperback, Price: $25.00 
 
The Tennessee Brigade served in the Army of Northern Virginia and fought in the famous battles of 
Fredericksburg, Chancellorsville, Antietam, and Gettysburg.  When the Tennessee Brigade was surrendered 
at Appomattox it was just a shadow of it’s former self. 
 
The book uses soldier’s personal diary entries, letters, and photos of the Confederates, provided by 
descendants, to get a closer look at individual members. The maps show the brigades position during these 
famous battles.  Current photos of the battlefields and monuments give the Tennessee Brigades story more 
of a contemporary touch.  This book is rated as “Excellent.” 

(Continued from page 10) 

(Continued on page 12) 

The Lone Star Book Review — Cont. 



P a g e  1 2  T h e  L o n e  S t a r       

“I think, therefore I Am.” ~ Rene’ Descartes  ~ Le Discours de la Me’thode (1637) 
 

University of Iowa Press 
100 Kuhl House, Iowa City, IA 52242 
Where Ever Good Books Are Sold 

 
Stowe in Her Own Time: A Biographical Chronicle of Her Life, Drawn from Recollections, Interviews, 
and Memoirs by Family, Friends, and Associates Edited by Susan Belasco 
Writers in Their Own Time Joel Myerson, series editor, 330 pages, Pub. June 15, 2010 
 
Harriet Beecher Stowe (1811—1896) was one of the first celebrity authors.  She became famous almost 
overnight when Uncle Tom’s Cabin—which sold more than 300,000 copies in its first year of publication—
appeared in 1852.  Virtually all-famous writers in the United States and many in England knew Harriet 
Beecher Stowe.  Many women writers regarded her as a roll model because of her influence in the literary 
marketplace.  Stowe was the subject of many books, articles, essays, and poems during her lifetime.  
 
This book contains thirty-eight well-chosen and well-edited recollections by famous people of the nineteenth 
century that knew or was influenced by her before and after the publication of her famous book.  I will just list 
a few of these people: Oliver Wendell Holmes, Elizabeth Berrett Browning, John Greenleaf Whittier, Paul 
Laurence Dunbar, Frederick Douglass, and Charles Beecher to name just a few.  The figure who emerges 
from this insightful, analytical collection is far more complex than the image she helped construct in her 
lifetime.  This is a very interesting book about the young lady who contributed a lot of sparks towards the 
conflagration that ignited the country into a great Civil War.  This book is rated as “Excellent.” 
 

 “I think I am, therefore, I am.  I think.” 
~ The late comic George Carlin ~ Napalm and Silly Putty  (2001) 

 
THE UNIVERSITY PRESS OF KENTUCKY 

663 South Limestone Street, Lexington, KY 40508-4008 
www.kentuckypress.com  

 
My Old Confederate Home: A Respectable Place for Civil War Veterans by Rusty Williams 
ISBN: 978-0-8131-2582-4 Cloth w d/j, 344 pages, and photos, 6x9, Pub. Date: June 25, 2010 
 
This book is a real jewel for your Confederate library, just as the Confederate home in Kentucky was the 
jewel of all the places that were set up across the south for southern veterans.  This book is excellent with all 
of the photos of the old veterans.  The Kentuckians were fortunate to acquire a luxurious former resort hotel, 
a Victorian building with wide verandahs, park-like grounds of thirty-three acres, and modern amenities.  
 
This is what you might call poetic justice as their state government during the war abandoned the 
Confederate Kentuckians and they were known as the Orphan Brigade.  Now after the war the State of 
Kentucky leaned very southern in their thinking and the Orphan Brigade Veterans that were in need of a rest 

(Continued from page 11) 
 

(Continued on page 13) 

The Lone Star Book Review — Cont. 



P a g e  1 3  T h e  L o n e  S t a r       

home were provided with the very best facility in the South. 
 
If you are a compatriot in the Sons of Confederate Veterans then this is a “must have” book that you will 
really enjoy and treasure.  If you are interested in the American Civil War then you owe it to yourself too 
learn what happened to the gallant old veterans who wore the gray.  These old veterans who in their youth 
so valiantly defended the south with their lives, later on they were old, disabled, and wards of the State of 
Kentucky.  This is their story and it needs to be remembered, as some gave much for the south and some 
gave all.  They were courageous and faithful in life to the very end and now they all rest in the Confederate 
Cemetery at Pewee Valley, Kentucky.  They all wait for that glorious day, when they will be clasping hands 
with those who fell, while wearing of the gray.  This outstanding book has a “WOW!” rating.  
 
Days of Darkness: The Feuds of Eastern Kentucky by John Ed Pearce, 227pp. Photos, Maps, 
Sources, Index, ISBN: 978-0-81312657-9, UPK 1994, Trade Paperback edition 2010, Price: $19.95 
 
The darkest corners of Kentucky’s past are found the bloody feuds that tore this mountain region apart from 
the latter days of the nineteenth century well into the twentieth century.  John Pearce 
untangles the loose threads of conflicting testimony to present the reader with the real truth on six of the 
bloodiest and longest-running feuds in the history of Kentucky.   
 
Each of these feuds started by different circumstances but the commonality of all of them were that people 
tried to settle things by using a gun instead of the rule of the law.  Most of these feuds began with petty 
grievances that were ultimately settled when a feudist was dead.  The frustrated Governor of Kentucky tried 
in vain to put and end to these feuds through law enforcement and the state militia.  The bloodletting started 
all over again as soon as they left the area. 
 
Kentucky journalist John Ed Pearce interviewed descendants of the feuding families, examined court 
records, sifted through fictional newspaper accounts, and has brought to light some new evidence and 
questions some popularly held beliefs.  Some beliefs he has put to rest on these six feuds.    
 
John Ed Pearce worked on the staff of the Louisville Courier-Journal for forty years and was a widely 
published columnist.  He was co-recipient of a Pulitzer Prize in 1967 and is the author of Divide and Dissent: 
Kentucky Politics, 1930-1963. 
This book has an “Excellent” rating. 
 

“I would be most content if my children grew up to be the kind of people 
who think decorating consists mostly of building enough bookshelves.” 
~ Anna Quindlen ~ (1992 Pulitzer Prize--winning journalist and author.) 

 
KENT STATE UNIVERSITY PRESS 

1118 University Library Building, P.O. Box 5190 
Kent, OH 44242-0001 

www.kentstateuniversitypress.com  

(Continued from page 12) 
 

(Continued on page 14) 
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We Were the Ninth: A History of the Ninth Regiment, Ohio Volunteer Infantry April 17, 1861 to June 7, 
1864 by Frederic Trautmann, Trade Paperback, $29.95  
 
This is an excellent regimental history of a German Regiment and fills a void in our understanding of how 
they performed in our American Civil War.  This regiment served in Western Virginia, Kentucky, Tennessee, 
Mississippi, and Alabama.  This is an important addition to your Union bookshelf.   This book has an 
“Excellent” rating. 
 
A German Hurrah! : Civil War Letters of Friedrich Bertsch and Wilhelm Stangel, 9th Ohio Infantry 
Translated and edited by Joseph Reinhart, Civil War in the North Series, 384 pp., 
6-1/8 x 9-1/4, index, biblio., notes, illust., maps, ISBN: 978-1-60635-038-6 Cloth w d/j $59.00               

 
This is not about typical soldiers in the Union army.  This is about German immigrants fighting in a German 
regiment.  Imbued with democratic and egalitarian ideas, these two soldiers were disappointed with the 
imperfections they found in America and its political, social, and economic fabric; they also disdained 
puritanical temperance and Sunday laws restricting the personal freedoms they had enjoyed in Europe.  
Both men believed Germans were superior to Americans and other ethnic soldiers and hoped to elevate the 
status of Germans in American society by demonstrating their willingness to join in the fight and preserve the 
Union at the risk of their own lives. 
 
What makes these letters great is that they are the very rare collections of letters from soldiers in a German 
regiment.  They provide a look at how two German soldiers viewed the war, American officers and enlisted 
men, other immigrant soldiers, and the enemy; they shed light on the ethnic dimensions of the war, 
especially ethnic identity, pride, and solidarity.  These letters are superior to accounts written years or 
decades after the events occurred.  This book gives us a good look at ethnicity and immigration during our 
American Civil War.  This book is “WOW!” rated. 
 

West Point Military Academy 
 

Robert E. Lee didn’t make it the first time and Jefferson Davis took the vacancy.  Purshing didn’t 
make it for two years, MacArthur couldn’t get in the first year and Eisenhower took 

an extra year of high school to get in. [Patton] took three years to get in and five to get out. 
~ Manley E. Rogers ~ on some of West Point’s more famous cadets as quoted in  

The New York Times (1985). 
 

University Press of Florida 
Available from better booksellers worldwide. 

To order direct, call 1-800-226-3822 
Or visit us at www.upf.com 

 
Thunder on the River: The Civil War in Northeast Florida by Daniel L. Schafer, March 2010 
352 pp., 6.125 x 9.25, 37 b/w illustrations, 4 maps, ISBN: 978-0-8130-3419-5 Hardcover, $29.95 

(Continued from page 13) 
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Jacksonville, Florida was taken four times by the Union army.  The first three times it was just abandoned; 
on the fourth time it was used as a staging ground for the ill-fated Union invasion of the Florida interior, 
which ended in the bloody Battle of Olustee in February 1864.  This late Confederate victory, along with the 
deadly use of underwater mines against the U.S. Navy along the St. Johns, nearly succeeded in ending the 
fourth Union occupation of Jacksonville. 
 
Thunder on the River offers the history of a city and a region precariously situated as a major center of 
commerce on the brink of frontier Florida.  Historians and Civil War aficionados will not want to miss this 
important addition to the literature of Florida. This book is rated “Excellent.”       
 
“The most important function of education at any level is to develop the personality of the individual 
and the significance of his life to himself and to others.   This is the basic architecture of a life; the 

rest is ornamentation and decoration of the structure.” 
~ Grayson Kirk ~ as Quoted in Quote (1963) 

 
The University of Arkansas Press 

McIllroy House, 201 Ozark Avenue, Fayetteville, AR 72701 
Available from better booksellers. 

 
Guide to Missouri Confederate Units, 1861-1865 by James E. McGhee, April 2008, 6x9, 
240 pages, 22 photographs, index, ISBN: 978-1-55728-870-7 Cloth w d/j, $34.95  
[First-ever history of the Show Me State’s Confederate units] 
 
James E. McGhee is a highly respected authority on the Civil War in Missouri.  He presents detailed 
accounts of the sixty-nine artillery, cavalry, and infantry units in the state as well as their precedent units and 
those that failed to complete their organization.  Relying heavily on primary sources, such as rosters, official 
reports, order books, letters, diaries, and memoirs, he weaves all of this information into concise narratives 
of each of Missouri’s Confederate organizations.  He lists the field grade officers for battalions and 
regiments, companies and company commanders, and the places of origin for each company when known.  
In addition to listing all the commanding officers in each unit, he includes a biography germane to the unit, 
while a supplemental bibliography provides the other sources used in preparing this unique and 
comprehensive resource.  This is a virtual gold mine of information for a variety of readers, scholars, and 
Civil War enthusiasts that are interested in the many roles played by Missouri troops in the southern war 
effort.   This valuable Missouri Confederate reference book is “WOW!” rated. 
 

“We are the inheritors of a past that gives us every reason to believe that we will succeed.”  
~ A Nation at Risk: The Full Account—By USA Research (1983) ~ 

 
D. K. PUBLISHING 

375 Hudson Street, New York, NY 10014-3658 
Tel: (646)-674-4042 Web: www.dk.com   

 

(Continued from page 14) 
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Weapon: A Visual History of Arms and Armor DK Publishing-Author, 360 pages, Oct. 2006, 
ISBN: 978-0-7566-2210-7 Hardcover, 9.87 X 11.87, Dorling Kindersley, 18- AND UP, $40.00 

 
The weapons and the warriors who have used them over the last 4,000 years are the cutting edge of history 
from the battle ax, spear, bow, sword, gun and cannon to the heavy artillery of today’s armies.   This book 
portrays the entire spectrum of weaponry.  The illustrations explain key features and working mechanisms of 
important weapons.   The weapons are beautifully photographed showing the details that changed the face 
of warfare, from the sword to the Gatlin gun.  This book is rated as “Excellent.” 

 
Gun: A Visual History DK Publishing-Author, 360 pages, April 2007, 9.25 x 6.25,  
ISBN: 978-0-7566-2848-2 Hardcover, Dorling Kindersley, 18- AND UP, $22.00 
 
This book is a visual history of the 800-year history of the gun.   This book showcases more than 300 guns, 
from rifles and pistols to machine guns and grenade launcher.  This book provides insight into how guns 
were, and are, made.  Using specially commissioned photography with authoritative text profiles the entire 
world’s leading gun manufacturers and famous gunfighters. 
This book is the perfect gift book for anyone interested in firearms.  
This book has a “WOW!” rating. 
 
Warrior: A Visual History of the Fighting Man by R. G. Grant, 360pages, Sept. 2007  
9.25 x 6.25, ISBN: 978-0-7566-3203-8 Hardcover, Dorling Kindersley, 18- AND UP, $40.00 
 
From the Ancient Greeks to the U.S. Marines, this book covers the frontline soldier through 2,500 years of 
history.  This book features first-hand accounts of fighting men and women throughout history.   This book 
has specially commissioned photography of weapons, uniforms, food, and personal effects.   Through the 
use of digital artwork we see the methods of fighting and tactics employed by warriors of each era.   This 
book includes photographic “virtual tours” of barracks, fortresses, and ships. This excellent book celebrates 
soldiers from Mongol horsemen of the 13th century to the Zulu’s of King Shaka.  This book makes a great gift 
for the arm chair warrior in your life.  This book has a “WOW!” rating.  
 
COMMANDERS by R. G. Grant, 360 pages, ISBN: 978-0-7566-6736-8 Hardback w d/j, Maps, Paintings, 
Sculpture, Mosaics, Color Photographs, Illustrations, and Historical Artifacts 
Published: September, 2010, Price: $40.00 
 
This is an outstanding book focuses on the greatest leaders in naval, field, and aerial warfare.  From 
Alexander the Great’s conquest of the known world to the generals leading today’s campaigns in 
Afghanistan, this book casts new light on the leaders who forged history on the battlefield. 
 
Commanders focuses on twenty of the greatest commanders in history, with shorter features on 220 
additional leaders along with a “Clash of the Commanders” feature which show what happened when two 
great leaders met on the field of battle.  
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There is an at-a-glance overview of each commander’s life, and each section provides a timeline, key data, 
and a psychological profile outlining the commander’s strengths and weaknesses.  Images will include 
paintings of battles, battlefield maps, as well as the commander’s weapons, vehicles, and personal effects. 
 
Commanders also looks outside the Western tradition and includes the great Chinese, Japanese, Indian, 
Native American, and African leaders. Commanders takes an in-depth look at famous historical 
commanders, such as Julius Caesar, Napoleon, and Horatio Nelson, along with their subordinates and 
enemies. 
 
This is a great reference book for anyone who likes history.  This book is everything a scholar could wish for 
in dealing with the top commanders that made or changed world history. This book will make a nice addition 
to the general reader’s library or bookshelf.  This is a book you’ll love! 
This book has a “WOW!” rating because it is totally awesome.   
 
“When you stack up the years we are allowed against all there is to read, time is very short indeed.”  

~ Stephen King ~ “What Stephen King Does for Love” in Seventeen (1990) 
 

The University of Chicago Press 
1427 E. 60th Street, Chicago, Illinois 60637   

Telephone: 773-702-7740 
 

Mary Chesnut’s Civil War Epic by Julia A. Stern, January 15, 2010, 352 pages, 10 halftones 
ISBN: 978-0-226-77328-5 Cloth w d/j, $45.00 
 
Mary Chesnut’s diary is a very unique opportunity for the reader to have an insider’s view of the Confederate 
elite that had access to President Jefferson Davis.   We have a record of the thoughts of the wife of a 
Confederate Staff Officer who worked at the Confederate War Office. 
 
We watch as the South is slowly strangled to death by the Union blockade.   Mary Chesnut’s diary gives us 
the inside report of life in Confederate Richmond as prices go up and supply goes down.  This is one of the 
best diaries for life on the Confederate side of the war.   This book should be in every Confederate library.  
This book is “WOW!” rated. 
 

“Whenever you asked him how he was doing in school, he always said, ‘No problem!’ And his 
answer made sense: there was no problem, no confusion about how he was doing.   

He had failed everything; and what he hadn’t failed, he hadn’t taken yet.” 
~ Bill Cosby ~ Fatherhood (1987) 

 
Schiffer Publishing Ltd. 

4880 Lower Valley Road, Atglen, PA 19310 USA 
Phone: (610) 593-1777 Fax: (610) 593-2002 

Order hours: Mon.-Fri. 8:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m. (Eastern) 
Web Site: www.schiffermilitary.com E-mail: info@schifferbooks.com 
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Book Reviewers Observation: 
Everytime I review books from Schiffer Publishing Ltd. I get that excited feeling inside like a child on 
Christmas morning.  It’s because they pack so much pleasure into every book and when I open the cover it 
just comes pouring out.  Try it, you’ll like it!   Happiness is a very nice feeling to experience in these times.   
One can get use to happiness real fast! 
 
With the Centennial of World War I [2014-2018] not very far away I am receiving more requests to review 
books on this era of history.   I will be reviewing books that cover all sides in this world conflict as they are 
published.   Here are a few books that you will enjoy, that cover different topics from that war.   We will start 
out with the air war and then a look at W.W.I military collectibles.  These books will help you build a very nice 
library on World War I.   

 
~ World War I in the Air ~  

 
The Lafayette Flying Corps: The American Volunteers in the French Air Service in World War I by 
Dennis Gordon, Size: 8 ½” x 11”, over 320 b/w photos, 504pp. ISBN: 0-7643-1108-5 Hardback, $59.95 
 
This book gives the detailed biographies of the 269 volunteer American airman and gunners of France’s 
Service Aeronautique who flew in the sixty-six pursuit and the twenty-seven bomber/observation squadrons 
over the Western Front—also included are the thirty-eight pilots of the Escadrille Lafayette.  
 
If you have ever seen the W.W.I movie ‘The Fly Boys’ (The Best W.W.I Movie on the Air War.) then this 
book will have even more meaning for you as you get to see the real lion mascot, see the first black fighter 
pilot, and even see some of the real pilots that were portrayed in the movie.   This is an outstanding book to 
have in your W.W.I library.  You will enjoy hours of very interesting reading of the biographies of these brave 
young men from America who went to serve in the French Air Force way before America ever got involved in 
the last year of the war.   
This interesting book is “WOW!” rated. 
 
Wings of Honor: American Airman in World War I by James J. Sloan, Size: 8 ½” x 11”, over 350 b/w 
photos, 460pp. ISBN: 0-88740-577-0 Hardback, $45.00 
 
Wings of Honor is a compilation of all United States pilots, observers, gunners and mechanics who flew 
against the enemy in World War I.  Covered are Americans who flew with the French and British air services, 
U.S. Navy aviators, and all other units in which Americans flew.  
 
This is a good book for genealogists to use in finding the exact squadron an American aviator was a 
member of.   This book has photos of a large number of the pilots as well as pictures of some of the plains 
that they flew in.   This is a ‘must have’ book if you are into American pilots that flew in the First World War.  
This is a great reference book and it has a “WOW!” rating. 
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British and American Aces of World War I: The Pictorial Record by Norman Franks, Size: 11” x 8 ¼”, 
over 400 b/w photos, 224pp. ISBN: 0-7643-2341-5 Hardback, $59.95 
 
This is a companion volume to ‘German Aces of World War I – The Pictorial Record’; this new book covers 
the British and Commonwealth fighter aces of the Great War. 
 
These fighter aces are listed from the highest number of kills to the lowest.  There is a photo of each pilot 
plus a short informative write up about each one.  Some of these aces would die later on in the war, some 
would die in later aviation accidents, and some would live to be old men and die a peaceful death at home.  
This is a ‘must have’ book if you are into W.W.I aviation and will be a great addition to your library.  This 
book has a “WOW!” rating. 
 
German Aces of World War I: The Pictorial Record by Norman Franks, Size: 11” x 8 ½”, over 330 b/w 
photos, 192pp. ISBN: 0-7643-2117-X Hardback, $59.95 
 
The images of famous airman such as Manfred Von Richthofen, Ernst Udet, and Werner Voss are well 
known and frequently published, but the same cannot be said for the other entire 300 German airman who 
achieved five or more aerial victories in the Great War.  Each photograph is accompanied by a brief service 
history and victory total of the ace. 
 
I have noticed that some men look like they are born hunters after a kill, while others look so very young like 
they should be in high school and they have a high kill score.   As I turned the pages I also noticed that 
many of these aces would be killed later in the war.  They would be added into someone else’s victory score 
on the other side.  There are no long term winners in the W.W.I air war, just score sheets, as they eventually 
kill each other off in a never ending contest.   This is a very nice book to have in your W.W.I library.   From 
my observation, the German’s were much better flyers as they had more aces with much higher victory 
scores.    
This book has a “WOW!” rating.   
 

~ W.W.I Military Collectibles ~ 
 
Spiked Helmets of Imperial Germany by Wm. Randall Trawnik & Tony Cowan 
 
This monumental set includes over 400 color photos, illustrations and period images from the finest 
collections in the United States and Europe. For the first time, collectors will see a comprehensive full color 
lexicon picturing helmets from every unit of the Imperial German Army of 1914.   Many of the photos exhibit 
helmets of such rarity that they have never been seen outside a select group of advanced collectors. 
 
Vol.1: Infantry Regiments, Pioneer Battalions, General Officers, Size: 6” x 9”, over 200 color and b/w 
photos, 256pp. ISBN: 0-7643-2167-6 Hardback, $59.95 
 
The Pickelhaube or what others call the Spiked Helmet comes in many different makes, colors, and 
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coverings.  The German Eagle on the front of the Pickelhaube comes gold plated, silver plated, and in a 
bright metal for the rank-in-file.   The German Eagle also comes with various regimental crests that are 
attached to the front of the hat pin.    
 
The Pickelhaube helmet comes with so many different variations of markings that it is kind of overpowering 
to take in at one time.  This is a ‘must have’ book for the collector of the German Pickelhaube helmet.  This 
is a very interesting book for the general reader, the World War I scholar, and historian.  This book has a 
“WOW!” rating. 
 
Vol.2: Cavalry, Artillery, Train, Size: 6” x 9”, over 200 color and b/w photos, 256pp.  
ISBN: 0-7643-2167-6 Hardback, $59.95  
 
The Pickelhaube helmet for the artilleryman doesn’t have a spike for the top, but has a round metal ball that 
represents the old cannon ball from the days of the muzzle loader cannon.  This is a very nice book and the 
color photos of the different Pickelhaube helmets just makes me wish that I had one to go on the bookshelf 
with my W.W.I books.   This is a book you will enjoy if you are interested in W.W.I and a ‘must have’ book for 
the collector.    This book is “WOW!” rated. 
 
Helmets of the First World War: Germany, Britain & their Allies by Michael J. Haselgrove and 
Branislav Radovic, Size: 9” x 12”, over 500 color and b/w photos, 240pp. 
ISBN: 0-7643-1020-8 Hardback, $75.00 
 
Superb color photos, including multiple full-views and detail shots, depict over 150 helmets of Germany, 
Britain, France, United States, Austria, Turkey, and others from World War I.  Previously unpublished World 
War I photos show the helmets as they were worn.  
 
The German helmets are very interesting to learn about.  The little bolt like protrusions from the top right and 
left sides are air vents.   The German snipers had a very thick metal plate that protected the front part of the 
helmet and it hooked over these air vents for attachment. 
This thick metal plate protected the sniper from being shot through the forehead.   
 
This is a ‘must have’ book for the collector as well as for the scholar and historian who are interested in 
W.W.I.   This very interesting book has a “WOW!” rating. 
 
Imperial German Field Uniforms and Equipment 1907-1918 by Johan Somers 
 
This fantastic three-volume set provides the reader with an insight into the wide range of uniforms, 
weapons and field equipment used by the Imperial German Army during W.W.I.   Using over 1,000 
color and period photos from private collections and museums, the author succeeds in showing a 
broad range of artifacts, together with full and to the point descriptions. 
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Vol.1: Field Equipment, Optical Instruments, Body Armor, Mine and Chemical Warfare, 
Communications Equipment, Weapons, Cloth Headgear.  Size: 9” x 12”, over 500 b/w and color 
photos, 384 pages, ISBN: 0-7643-2261-3, Hardback, $69.95 
 
The body armor that the snipers wore looked very much like the tail of a lobster in the way that these metal 
plates overlapped.    I enjoyed looking at the optical instruments including the periscope type of devices 
used to look over the top of the trenches with out getting shot.   The various weapons used were interesting 
including the field made trench club that resembled a medieval mace.   This book has received a “WOW!” 
rating. 
 
Vol.2: Infantry and Cavalry Helmets: Pickelhaube, Shako, Tschapka, Steel Helmets, etc.; Infantry and 
Cavalry Uniforms: M1907/10, M1908, Simplified 1915, Friedensrock 1915, Feldbluse 1915; Insignia, 
Imperial Marine. Size: 9” x 12”, over 500 b/w and color photos, 440 pages, ISBN: 0-7643-2262-1 
Hardback, $69.95 
 
I found the Infantry and Cavalry uniforms very interesting.   The various types of helmets are fascinating.  I 
think the different types of insignia is very attention getting.   The Imperial Marine items were awesome.  
This book is “WOW!” rated. 
 
Vol.3: Landsturm Uniforms and Equipment; Cyclist (Radfahrer) Equipment; Colonial Uniforms in 
China 1898-1918; Colonial Uniforms (Africa and Southseas); Horse Equipment; and many other rare 
and unusual topics. Size: 9” x 12”, over 600 color/b/w images, 464 pages, ISBN: 978-0-7643-2778-0 
Hardback, $79.95  
 
I like the cyclist equipment and the colonial uniforms are unique.   I think the German saddle, very much 
favors the old U.S. Jennifer saddle of the 1850’s in the way its designed.   The German horse bits look 
almost identical in design to the U.S. bits that were used during our American Civil War.   The only difference 
is that they don’t have the U.S. brass boss on each side of the port.   It just goes to show that we are all 
pretty much the same in the way we think.  The horse equipment is always the most interesting to this old 
Texas cowboy.   I know that you will really enjoy all three volumes on Imperial German Army equipment 
used during W.W.I.   These books are a great addition to your W.W.I library.   This book is “WOW!” rated.  
 

~ A Tale of ‘OLD FAITHFUL the DC3/C47’ in W.W.II. ~ 
 
Gooney Birds and Ferry Tales: The 27th Air Transport Group in World War II by Jon A. Maguire, Size: 
8 ½” x 11”, 600+ b/w photos, 12 color profiles, 352 pages, Hardback, 
ISBN: 0-7643-0592-1, $59.95 
 
The 27th Air Transport Group, part of the 302nd Transport Wing, supported the 8th and 9th Air Forces in 
W.W.II with ferry and transport services.   Though their role was extremely vital to the success of the air and 
ground wars in Europe, their story has remained largely untold. 
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This is a great book that is just packed full of W.W.II photos of pilots, planes, and the operations of the 27th 
Air Transport Group.   The book pays honor to the brave pilots who flew the DC3/C47 in W.W.II.  Our young 
men on the front lines would not have been so well supplied if it hadn’t been for the ‘Gooney Bird’ ferrying 
the food and ammunition to the front lines.   This is a great book to have if you are interested in W.W.II 
aircraft that really made a difference in the war.  
This excellent book has a “WOW!” rating. 
 

Education is light, lack of it is darkness.  ~ Russian Proverb ~ 
 

Mercer University Press 
1400 Coleman Avenue, Macon GA 31207 
Phone: (478) 301- 2880 Fax: (478) 301-2585 

Toll free: 866-895-1472 Web: www.mupress.org  
E-mail: mupressorders@mercer.edu 

 
Book Reviewers Observation: Mercer University Press is a ‘Gold Mine’ of books on the war in Georgia and 
books that deal with soldiers, battles, and leaders of the Confederate Army of Tennessee.  They produce top 
quality books! 
 

~ Books about Georgia and Georgians during the American Civil War. ~ 
 

Colonel Burton’s Spiller & Burr Revolver: An Untimely Venture in Confederate Small-Arms 
Manufacturing by Matthew W. Norman, 137pp. Photos, Illus., Appendix A—G, Bibliography, Index, 
and ISBN: 978-0-8655-4531-1 Hardback w d/j, $22.95 
 
This is a fantastic book about the Confederate Spiller & Burr Revolver and it also is a mini biography about 
the very talented Colonel Burton.  This is an excellent book for the Confederate Arms enthusiast, the gun 
collector, the historian, and the scholar.  This book is a virtual treasure trove of information that is vitally 
important to the gun collector.  The photos are outstanding for informational use by the collector.  There is 
an exploded view of how the Spiller & Burr Revolver is assembled.  This is a must have book for the library 
of a Civil War weapons collector.  This book is “WOW!” rated. 
 
Requiem for a Lost City: Sallie Clayton’s Memoirs of Civil War Atlanta Edited by Robert S. Davis Jr., 
213pp. Appendix, Bibliography, Index, ISBN: 978-0-8655-4622-6 Hardback w d/j, $32.95 
 
This is one totally great book!   A young lady that was of the same age and class as the fictional character 
Scarlett O’Hara wrote the book.  Sallie Clayton’s memoirs, however, are not a work of fiction, but the 
bittersweet memories of life in a doomed city in the midst of a losing war.   This is  
a first class look at life inside of Atlanta, from the southern civilian viewpoint.   Sallie Clayton records all the 
battles, the siege, the retreat of the Confederate army, and finally the occupation of the city by the Yankees 
in her memoirs.   
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This book also tells of Sallie Clayton’s personal experiences on a plantation in Montgomery, Alabama, and 
life in postwar Augusta and Athens Georgia.  If you are interested in the Atlanta Campaign then this is a 
must have book for your library.  This book has a “WOW!” rating.   
 
Cracker Cavaliers: The 2nd Georgia Cavalry Under Wheeler and Forrest by John Randolph Poole, 
288pp. Photos, Appendix (Muster Roll), Biblo. Index and ISBN: 978-0-8655-4697-4 Hardback w d/j, 
$34.95 
 
This is the first regimental history of a Georgia Cavalry regiment ever published.   The 2nd Georgia Cavalry 
served under the command of General N. B. Forrest and later General Joe Wheeler.  This regiment saw 
action at Murfreesboro, Perryville, Stones River, Chickamauga, Knoxville, Resaca, Atlanta, Bentonville, 
Farmington, Mossy Creek, Noonday Creek, Sunshine Church, and Waynesboro.   This regiment fought not 
only on home turf, but also literally on the farm acreage’s of many of the unit’s members.  This is a very nice 
book and should be in the library of all followers of the Civil War in Georgia, the Confederate Army of 
Tennessee, and cavalry re-enactors.  This book has a “WOW!” rating.  
 
Dear Old Roswell: The Civil War Letters of the King Family of Roswell, Georgia Edited by Tammy 
Harden Galloway, 151pp. Photos, Index, ISBN: 978-0-8655-4811-4 Hardback w d/j $35.00 
 
The King family was rather well off, as they owned the Roswell Manufacturing Company, a factory that 
produced cloth for Confederate uniforms.   Barrington S. King, a lieutenant colonel in Cobb’s Legion, leaves 
his home in Georgia to fight in Virginia.  He writes letters to his parents and his young son in Roswell.   
Barrington’s devoted wife Bessie followed her husband to Virginia.   We get a woman’s view of the war and 
the hardship on the family, as Bessie would make some trips back and forth between Virginia and Georgia. 
 
The letters of Bessie and Barrington survive and give us two different perspectives on many of the same 
things.  The letters cover the family business, the death of friends, and a brother in the war; the advance of 
Sherman’s Army on Atlanta and the fleeing refugees.  The Yankees broke into Roswell Kings burial vault.  
This was a secret that Bessie kept from her husband’s relatives; and Jessie, the trusted family slave who 
followed King to Virginia and escorted his wife and youngest son through out the war.  This is a truly 
fascinating look at how one family deals with the war.  This is an excellent book about the Atlanta Campaign 
to add to your Confederate library.   
This book has an “Excellent” rating. 
 
A Southern Soldier’s Letters Home: The Civil War Letters of Samuel Burney, Army of Northern 
Virginia by Nat Turner, 304pp. Photos, Illus., Maps, Muster Roll, Sources, Index, 
ISBN: 978-0-8655-4816-9 Hardback w d/j, $35.00 
 
This is an outstanding collection of letters that were written by a Mercer College graduate.  That’s right the 
same Mercer College that published this book.  These are the lyrical and beautifully written letters of Samuel 
A. Burney to his wife Sarah Elizabeth Shepherd.  Samuel graduated from Mercer College (then at Penfield, 
Georgia) in 1860.    
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In July of 1861, Sam joined the Panola Guards, which was an infantry component of Thomas R. R. Cobb’s 
Georgia Legion.  For the next four years Sam served in the Army of Northern Virginia both in Virginia and 
Tennessee.  Sam was placed on disability in March of 1864 from a wound that he received at 
Chancellorsville in May 1863.  Sam would serve out the rest of the war on commissary duty in southwest 
Georgia.  
 
After the war Samuel returned to Mercer’s school of theology, was ordained into the Baptist ministry, and 
served as pastor of several churches in Morgan County.  Samuel was pastor of the Madison Baptist Church 
until shortly before his death in 1896.   
 
This is an excellent look at Cobb’s Legion’s Infantry.  Remember Major Ashley Wilkes was in Cobb’s Legion 
Cavalry in ‘Gone With The Wind.’  A legion has all three branches of service: Infantry, Cavalry, and Artillery.   
 
I know of only five legions in the Confederate Army: Cobb’s Georgia Legion, Phillips Georgia Legion, Waul’s 
Texas Legion, Thomas’s Cherokee Legion North Carolina, and Hampton’s South Carolina Legion. So this 
book gives you a good insight into the way a legion functions.  This is a very nice addition to your Georgia or 
Confederate library.   
This wonderful book is “WOW!” rated. 
 
Battle of Despair: Bentonville and the North Carolina Campaign by Compatriot Robert Paul 
Broadwater, 247pp. Photos, Appendix, Biography, ISBN: 978-0-8655-4821-3 Hardback w d/j $35.00 
[This book contains both Confederate and Union Orders of Battle for Bentonville] 
 
Confederate General Joe Johnson tried to scrape together a rag tag opposition to stop General Sherman’s 
Army in North Carolina.  This was a very hard thing to do after Union General George Thomas had 
destroyed General John Hoods Army of Tennessee at the Battle of Nashville.  No matter how hard General 
Joe Johnson tried his efforts were all in vein.  The Union Army had him out gunned, outnumbered, and out 
supplied from the get go.  The Union won the Battle of Bentonville and General Joe Johnson would 
surrender what was left of his rag tag army that was once the proud Confederate Army of Tennessee.  This 
is a very interesting, but also a sad book, as it was the coup–de-gra for the Confederate Army of Tennessee.  
This book belongs in the library of Confederate collectors and in every SCV member’s library.  
This book is “WOW!” rated.  
 
The Bishop of the Old South: The Ministry and Civil War Legacy of Leonidas Polk by Glenn Robins, 
243pp. Bibliography, Index, ISBN: 978-0-8814-6038-4 Hardback w d/j, $35.00 
 
Leonidas Polk was the son of a wealthy slaveholding Revolutionary War veteran.  Polk graduated 8th in the 
West Point class of 1827.   He suddenly resigned from the military to pursue a ministerial career that 
culminated with his selection as the first Episcopal bishop of Louisiana. 
 
Polk was also the owner of a profitable sugar plantation and 200 slaves.  He had a vision of the “Old South” 
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that merged with Episcopalian values and traditions.   
 
General Polk died suddenly at Pine Mountain along the Kennesaw defense line, when an artillery shell 
passed through his chest from left to right.  General Leonidas Polk’s funeral was one of the largest held in 
Atlanta.  This is a great Confederate biography that goes with your books on the Georgia Campaign.  This 
book is rated as “Excellent.” 
 
Our Connection with Savannah: A History of the 1st Battalion Georgia Sharpshooters by Russell K. 
Brown, 294pp. Photos, Illus., Maps, Notes, Bibliography, Appendix (Roster), Index, and ISBN: 978-0-
86554-916-8 Hardback w d/j,  $35.00 
  
From the beginning the 1st Battalion Georgia Sharpshooters had problems.  Much of the trouble lay in the 
organization of Civil War regiments and companies and how they were formed in the early part of the war.  
Most companies were made up of men from the same hometown and a regiment from a group of small 
towns from a given area of a state.   When it came to forming a battalion of sharpshooters this caused the 
local men to be thrown in with a large group of individuals that don’t know each other.  The idea of a 
sharpshooter battalion was totally alien to this hometown tradition. This was all new and different for these 
local men from small hometowns.   
 
Despite this problem the battalion was molded into a fine unit through the skill and energy of its 
commissioned and non-commissioned officers.   However as the war dragged on the losses and efficiency 
of the battalion decreased.  The last few months of the war would drag down the performance of the 
battalion to its lowest record.   Inspite of all of these problems a Civil War veteran and historian called the 
Sharpshooters “one of the best-drilled and most-efficient battalions in the service.” 
 
This book objectively examines the organization, leadership and performance of the sharpshooters.  
Considerable attention is shown to individual soldiers.  Russell K. Browns book will make this battalion’s 
stories known to the historians and to the Confederate enthusiasts.  
This book has an “Excellent” rating. 
 
Joe Brown’s Pets: The Georgia Militia by William R. Scaife & William Harris Bragg, 385pp. 
Photos, Illus., Maps, Appendix, and Index to Muster Rolls, and ISBN: 978-0-86554-883-8 Hardback w 
d/j, $30.00 
 
The State of Georgia ranked third in the population of the Confederate States in white manpower with 
120,000 men.  After the first bugle call to join the Confederate Army the men who were left were the old men 
and young boys.  There was an argument between President Jeff Davis and Georgia Governor Joe Brown 
as to whom these men would report too. It was Governor Joe Brown who won the argument with the states 
rights defense. 
 
The Confederate government would keep finding ways to pull Georgia’s available men into the national 
army.  In 1864 Governor Brown fielded a rather sizable militia division that participated in the Atlanta and 
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Savannah campaigns even though the militia was composed of young boys and old men.  The regular 
Confederate soldiers would referee them to as “Joe Brown’s Pets.”  Governor Brown would finally surrender 
the militia division to the invading Union forces in May of 1865.  
 
This book is very interesting, as the Georgia militia division hasn’t been really written about very much.  This 
will make a great addition to your Georgia Campaign library and your Confederate library.   This book has 
an “Excellent” rating. 
 
Joe Brown’s Army: The Georgia State Line 1862-1865 by William Harris Bragg, 175pp. Photos, illus., 
maps, Troop Muster Rolls, Biography, Index, and ISBN: 978-0-8655-4262-4  
Trade Paperback $25.00 
  
The Georgia State Line was composed of two regiments that were raised by Governor Joe Brown to protect 
the State of Georgia and fight inside of state lines.  The Georgia State Line was not associated with the state 
militia.  They were sometimes referred to as “Georgia State Troops” (1863-1864), and the Georgia Reserve 
Force (1864-1865).  
 
The Georgia State Line participated in the defense of Fort Pulaski (1862), served as bridge guards and as 
construction crews on the Western & Atlantic Railroad.  They fought alongside the Confederate Army of 
Tennessee during the final four months of the Atlanta Campaign, and saw action under Lieutenant General 
William J. Hardee, during Sherman’s March to the Sea. Finally, the men of the State Line fought at 
Columbus, on one of the last battlefields of the war.  Governor Joe Brown to Union General James H. 
Wilson surrendered the Georgia State Line and Georgia Militia on May 7th, 1865. 
 
This book has the complete muster rolls for the Georgia State Line.  This is a valuable record for the 
genealogist, the scholar, the historian, and the collector.  This is a valuable addition to your Confederate 
library, Atlanta Campaign, and Confederate Georgia bookshelf.   
This book is “WOW!” rated. 
 
To the Manner Born: The Life of William H. T. Walker by Russell K. Brown, 411pp. Photos, Appendix 
1 & 2, Abbreviations, Notes. Bibliography, Notes, Index, ISBN: 978-0-8655-4944-9 Trade Paperback 
$30.00 
 
Confederate General William Henry Talbot Walker was a very complex man.   He had a hot temper, but he 
could be very kind and compassionate.   Walker was very opinionated on his likes and dislikes.   He could 
boast of his accomplishments but he could be humbled by sorrow. 
 
Walker was a veteran of the Seminole and Mexican wars.  He was killed in action during the Battle of Atlanta 
on July 22, 1864.  General Walker was a soldiers’ general and greatly admired by the men he led into battle. 
 
It was at the unveiling of the Walker Monument in 1902 that Joseph B. Cumming said of his former 
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commander.  “For nothing, not whistling bullet, nor shrieking cannon ball, nor bursting shell, nor gleaming 
bayonet, had he any fear--for nothing except one thing--failure to obey orders to the letter and to do his 
soldierly duty to the uttermost.”   For what better epitaph could a soldier hope?  
  
This is a book about a very brave Confederate General that has been forgotten in the dust of time until now.   
This is a book that you will really enjoy and will be a great addition to your Atlanta Campaign bookshelf and 
your Confederate library. This book is “WOW!” rated. 
  

Wealth, if you use it, comes to an end; learning, if you use it, increases.  ~ Swahili saying ~ 
 
 

 University Oklahoma Press 
2800 Ventura Drive, Norman, OK 73069 

Tel. 1-800-627-7377 Web site: www.oupress.com  
 
A Book Reviewers Observation: I agree with other reviewers when I say, “That I have never received a 
bad book from the University Oklahoma Press.”    The University Oklahoma Press “Old Reliable” always 
produces top quality books, no brag, just fact!   They have nice people too!  
 
TEXAS: A Historical Atlas by A. Ray Stephens, Cartography by Carol Zuber-Mallison,  
May 2010, 448 Pages, 9” x 12”, 175 Color Maps, 81 b&w and color photos, 45 charts, 
Reference/History, ISBN: 978-0-8061-3873-2 Cloth w d/j, $39.95 
[An unsurpassed visual exploration of the Lone Star State!] 
 
For twenty years Historical Atlas of Texas was the most trusted resource book.  Now it has been completely 
updated and expanded—rechristened Texas: A Historical Atlas.  It has 86 entries, features 175 newly 
designed maps, 31 articles on modern contemporary Texas, 45 entries with visual depiction’s of everything 
from Spanish explorers to empresario grants, the Civil War, to cattle trails. This is the state-of-the-art, best 
reference book for students, historians and aficionados of the state of Texas.  This totally awesome book 
should be in the library of every Texan.  This beautiful “must have book” is “WOW!” rated. 
 
INDIAN TRIBES OF OKLAHOMA: A Guide by Blue Clark, 416 Pages, 45-b/w illus., and  
1 map, October 2009, ISBN: 978-0-8061-4060-5 Hardcover, $29.95 
[An up-to-date guide to Oklahoma’s diverse Native peoples] 
 
“Indian Country,” forty American Indian tribes call Oklahoma their home.  For more than a half a century 
Muriel H. Wright’s A Guide to the Indian Tribes of Oklahoma has been the authoritative source of 
information.  Now Blue Clark, a member of the Muskogee (Creek) Nation, has rendered a new guide that 
reflects the drastic transformation of Indian Country in recent years.  This book provides the unique story of 
each tribe from the Alabama-Quassartes to the Yuchis.  The entries include tribal websites and suggested 
readings, along with photographs depicting prominent tribal personages, visitor sites, and accomplishments.  
This excellent book has a “WOW!” rating. 
 
HISTORICAL ATLAS OF OKLAHOMA FOURTH EDITION by Charles Robert Goins and Danny Goble, 
Cartography by James H. Anderson, Introduction by David L. Boren 
December 2006, 320 pages, 109 color illustrations, 173 color maps, Hardcover, 
ISBN: 0-8061-3482-8, $39.95 [A Centennial atlas of Oklahoma, featuring more than 170 full-color 
maps.] 
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For more than four decades students, teachers, and historians have used this marvelous reference book. 
Now this fourth edition is much more than an updated version.  With 119 topics and more than 170 new 
maps-in full color-chart Oklahoma’s rich and varied history and current population trends this book also uses 
the most up-to-date information as of the 2005 U.S. Census Bureau and other sources. New to this edition 
are maps exploring additional aspects of the state’s economy and it’s diverse society, politics, and culture, 
such as black history, women’s experiences, and the musicians, writers, and other artists identified with the 
state.  This is a very beautiful and informative reference book.  This book has a “WOW!” rating. 
 
CHARLIE RUSSELL AND FRIENDS by Peter H. Hassrick, Brian W. Dippie, Thomas Brent Smith, and 
Mark Andrew White, Introduction by Joan Carpenter Troccoli, 72 Pages, 9 x 12, 
48 color and 35 B&W Illus., ISBN: 978-0-914738-64-0, Original Trade Paperback, $10.95 
[Explores the artistic influences on C. M. Russell of his lifelong artist friends.] 
 
The great western artist Charles M. Russell was very reserved around strangers, but he did have a knack for 
making lifelong friends.  He had a rather diverse group of friends and amongst this group were his fellow 
artist friend’s.  Five rather distinguished scholars consider the painters and illustrators with whom Russell 
associated, gauging the contributions of some to his artistic progress and assessing the debt owed by others 
to his work.  Particular attention is paid to Russell’s friendships with Joe De Yong, sporting artist Philip 
Goodwin, and “kindred spirit” and famed interpreter of the Southwest Maynard Dixon.  If you like Charles M. 
Russell’s paintings then you will want to add this interesting book to your library. This book is “WOW!” 
rated. 
 
Native American Weapons by Colin F. Taylor, 128 pages, 8” x 8 ½”, 155 color photos & illus., 2005, 
ISBN: 978-0-8061-3716-2, Trade Paperback, $19.95  
 
This is a very nice and informative book covering Native American Weapons through the use of 155 color 
photographs and illustrations.  This book covers American Indians weapons that were used north of present 
day Mexico.  These weapons range from prehistoric times to the late nineteenth century.  Over thousands of 
years the weapons were developed and creatively matched to their environments.  They were highly 
functional and often very decorative, carried proudly in tribal gatherings and in war.  This is an excellent 
book for the Native American enthusiasts, historians, and collectors.  This very nice book is “WOW!” 
rated. 
 
WITH ZEAL AND WITH BAYONETS ONLY: The British Army on Campaign in North America 1775-
1783 by Matthew H. Spring, July 2010, 6” x 9”, 408 pages, 15 B&W Illus.,  
3 maps, ISBN: 978-0-8061-4152-7, New in Trade Paperback, $19.95 
[A thorough reinterpretation of British performance during the American Revolution] 
  
Most people have a picture of Redcoats in tight formations marching to a slow measured tread and being 
shot all to pieces by American Sharpshooters all through the American Revolution.  Wrong!   Matthew H. 
Spring discloses how the system for training the army prior to 1775 was overhauled and quickly adapted to 
the peculiar conditions confronting it in North America.  
 
The author covers logistics, manpower shortages, and poor intelligence.  Then focuses on battlefield tactics 
on how to get to the battlefield and deployed.  Then through the loosening of formations to tailor to the 
tactical methods to local conditions and the reliance on bayonet-oriented shock tactics the British troops 
could win the battle.   
 
This book has a wealth of information that will invite reassessment of most battles and will engage historians 
and scholars alike.  This book has a “WOW!” rating. 
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TEXAS DEVILS: RANGERS AND REGULARS ON THE LOWER RIO GRANDE, 1846-1861 
By Michael L. Collins, October 2008, 328 pages, ISB�: 978-0-8061-3939-5 Cloth w d/j, $26.95 [Reconsidering the 
myth of “good guys in white hats.”] 
 
The Spanish-speaking inhabitants along the area of the lower Rio Grand dubbed them Los diablos Tejanos 
– The Texas Devils.  There was a barbaric code of conduct on the Rio Grande frontier during the mid-
nineteenth century.  Life was very dangerous in this area of Texas and the Texas Rangers were not always 
the flattering “good guys in white hats” image.   They were at times just as tough and cruel as the outlaws 
and bandits that they were chasing.  The Ranger myth goes through a sobering reality during this era of 
violence.   The Ranger immortals such as John Coffee “Jack” Hays, Ben McCulloch, and John S. “Rip” Ford 
are seen in a new and not always flattering light.  Let us remember that they were just men dealing with a 
very dangerous job the best that they knew how.   Sometimes they had to get down on the same level of the 
men that they were dealing with to bring law and order.   This really is the “Old West” that is portrayed in the 
Western Movies of today.  This book should be in every Texan’s library as this really is the way that Texas 
was won.  This outstanding book is “WOW!” rated. 
 
NICHOLAS BLACK ELK: Medicine Man, Missionary, Mystic by Michael F. Steltenkamp  
November 2009, 296 Pages, 24 B&W Illus., 2 maps, ISBN: 978-0-8061-4063-6 Hardcover $24.95 [The 
first full interpretive biography of the Lakota visionary] 
 
Black Elk was an Oglala Sioux religious elder, a wisdom keeper whose life has helped to guide others.  He 
grew into manhood at a time when his people lived in tipis, hunted buffalo, and fought the U.S. cavalry.  He 
was present at Little Bighorn and Wounded Knee; yet survived long enough to ride a motorcycle and see 
atomic bombs drop on Japan.   
 
Black Elk became a beacon for Indians and non-Indians alike since his vision of the sacred was a 
compelling one.  Revered in Europe by a large reading public, he captured the attention of psychologist Carl 
Jung, and was quoted extensively by theologians, philosophers and pop writers of the late twentieth century. 
 
People admired Black Elk for the inner strength he possessed, and it is that quality that they may wish was 
their own.  Learning about him in this book might be a first step in the attainment of that goal.  Black El k 
Speaks and The Sacred Pipe brought the premier American Indian religious thinker status.  This biography 
reveals in full detail the portrait of a “holy-man” whose life has provided inspiration to an international 
following.  This book is “WOW!” rated.  
 
JAYHAWKERS: The Civil War Brigade of James Henry Lane by Bryce Benedict, April 2009, 
352 pages, ISBN: 978-0-8061-3999-9 Hardcover, $32.95 [Challenges long-held assumptions about the 
man known as the terror of Missouri] 
 
This book brings to life the era of guerrillas, bushwhackers, and slave stealers.  It was a time when the Civil 
War Brigade of U.S. Senator James Henry Lane was the terror of Missouri and they were called the 
Jayhawkers.  No other person excited more raw emotions in Kansas than did Senator James Henry Lane 
who led a volunteer brigade in 1861-1862.   The Jayhawkers fought in numerous skirmishes, liberating 
hundreds of slaves, burning portions of four towns and murdering half a dozen men.  Lane and his men 
drew national attention as the saviors of Kansas. 
It was Senator Lane’s treatment towards civilians that set the precedent for the Union Army’s eventual 
adaptation of “hard” tactics towards civilians.  This book has an “Excellent” rating. 
 
GEORGE THOMAS: Virginian For The Union by Christopher J. Einolf, November 2007, 416 pp. ISBN: 
78-0-8061-3867-1 Cloth w d/j, Biography/Military History/Civil War, $29.95 
[One of the North’s greatest generals—the Rock of Chickamauga.] 
  
It was Generals Grant and Sherman who tried to down play the success of General George Thomas.  They 
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said he had the “slows” when it came to moving on the offensive.   General Grant was about to relieve 
General Thomas of command and stopped when he received the news that the Confederate Army of 
Tennessee was fairly well destroyed as a fighting force at the Battle of Nashville.  General Thomas was a 
master tactician and moved only when he was ready to spring the trap.  General Thomas had fewer 
casualties in battle than Grant or Sherman.   In short he was a better general and they did their best to down 
play his war contributions. 
 
It was General Thomas who saved General Rosecran’s army from a total rout at Chickamauga by a tough 
rear guard action at the Snodgrass Farm. This action earned General Thomas the name “Rock of 
Chickamauga.”   The Confederates won the Battle of Chickamauga, but it was General Thomas who “saved 
the Union’s bacon!”   This is an excellent biography of a General who has received to little recognition in 
history.  This book has received a  “WOW!” rating. 
 
 
SCULPTOR IN BUCKSKIN: The Autobiography of Alexander Phimister Proctor  [Second Edition] 
Edited by Katharine C. Ebner, Foreword by Peter H. Hassrick, July 2009, 244 pp. 
130 B&W and color illus., Art/American West, ISBN: 978-0-8061-4007-0 Hardcover, $45.00 
[The acclaimed sculptor of wildlife and western heroes tell his life story.] 
 
This text was begun in the late 1930’s when Proctor was in his seventies.  It will take the reader to Ontario, 
where Proctor was born, to Denver where he grew up, to his travels across the United States and eventually 
to Paris.  He was a big game hunter who felt at home in Paris or New York. 
 
This book has a selection of more than 125 illustrations—many in full color—including historical photographs 
and reproductions of Proctor’s sketches, paintings, and sculptures, tracing the development of his 
magnificent artistry.  This is a distinctive American artist whose monumental sculptures and statues adorn 
parks, public buildings, and museums, as well as private homes and business across the country.  This is an 
excellent book to add to your western art library.    
This book filled with beauty is “WOW!” rated.    
 
THE UNCIVIL WAR: Irregular Warfare in the Upper South, 1861-1865 by Robert R. Mackey,  
304 pp., 6” x 9”, 9 b&w illus., 2 tables, 9 maps, Published: 2005, ISBN: 978-0-8061-3736-0 Trade 
Paperback, $21.95 
  
The Upper South was the scene of the most destructive war ever fought on American soil.  The Confederacy 
also waged an irregular war, based on nineteenth-century principals of unconventional warfare.  In The 
Uncivil War, Robert R. Mackey outlines the Southern strategy of waging war across an entire region, 
measures the northern response, and explains the outcome. 
 
Through detailed accounts of Confederate guerrilla, partisan, and raider activities, Mackey strips away the 
romanticized notions of how the “shadow war” was fought, proving instead that irregular war was an integral 
part of Confederate strategy.  This book has an “Excellent” rating. 
 
War Party In Blue: Pawnee Scouts in the U.S. Army by Mark van de Logt, Foreword by Walter R. 
Echo-Hawk, 368pp. 6”x 9”, 17 B&W Illus., 1 Map, ISBN: 978-0-8061-4139-8 Cloth w d/j, September 
2010, $34.95  
 
Just as the U.S. Army used Apache Scouts in Arizona they would used the Pawnee Scouts on the Great 
Plains.  The Pawnee Scouts used stealth and surprise and they were so effective at it that the commanding 
officers did little to discourage their methods.   They led missions deep into Sioux and Cheyenne territory, 
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tracking the resisting bands, they would lead the spearheaded attacks against enemy camps, and a few 
times they would save the U.S. troops from disaster on the field of battle. 
 
Mark van de Logt does a marvelous job of telling the story of the Pawnee Scouts from their viewpoint as he 
uses military records, archival sources, and contemporary interviews with current Pawnee tribal members—
some of them descendants of the scouts.  
 
Van de Logt presents the Pawnee scouts as central players in some of the army’s most notable campaigns.  
It was the Pawnees martial traditions that were so deeply embedded in their culture, which made them so 
successful and allowed them to retain their time-honored traditions.   Although the Pawnee Scouts proudly 
wore the blue uniform of the U.S. Cavalry, they never ceased to be Pawnees.   The Pawnee Battalion was 
truly a war party in blue.  
 
If you like to read and study the Indian Wars on the Great Plains; then this is a ‘must have’ book for your 
personal library.   If it weren’t for the Pawnee Scouts there would have been a lot more massacres of U.S. 
Cavalry troopers like the Little Bighorn battle.   This book is very enlightening for the Indian Wars scholar.  
This book has a “WOW!” rating. 
 
Building One Fire: Art and World View in Cherokee Life by Chadwick Corntassel Smith and Rennard 
Strickland with Benny Smith, 224pp. 9”x 9”, 200 Color Illus. July 2010, Distributed For The Cherokee 
Nation, ISBN: 978-1-61658-960-8 Cloth w d/j, Price: $24.95 
 
Water Spider brought the gift of fire to the Cherokee people, the One Fire, “the Ancient Lady,” has been at 
the center of Cherokee spiritual life. 
 
From this fire, which represents community, the white smoke of prayer rises to Nitsudunvha, One Who is 
Always Above.   In return Nitsudunvha sends to each person four sets of gifts with which to develop mind, 
body, and spirit.  Four messengers bring these gifts, one from each of the cardinal directions.  
 
The gifts of the four messengers, the colors and qualities associated with them, and the four-point circle that 
embraces the sacred fire—all these are part of Cherokee consciousness and creativity. They take visible 
form, subtly or directly, in works created by Cherokee artists.  
 
Eighty Cherokee artists present more than 200 pieces of truly beautiful artwork on what it means to be a 
Cherokee.   This beautiful artwork is presented as a visual feast, while Cherokee philosopher Benny Smith 
shares his teachings about the Cherokee world-view.    The dessert of this visual feast is the artwork of the 
young Cherokee artists who are the next generation’s creative Cherokee citizens.   
 
I think that the Principal Chief of the Cherokee Nation, Chadwick Corntassel Smith and author Rennard 
Strickland, a renowned Cherokee-Osage scholar, have both done an outstanding job of presenting to the 
reader, the Cherokee view of the world through art and philosophy.   This is a very beautiful book, of artwork 
and words.   I know that you will be pleased just as I am, in having such a beautiful representation of the 
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artwork and words of the great Cherokee Nation of Oklahoma.   This outstanding book has a “WOW!” 
rating. 
 

If there is enlightenment in the person 
There is light in the soul. 

 
If there is light in the soul 

There will be beauty in the person. 
 

If there is beauty in the person 
There will be harmony in the house. 

 
If there is harmony in the house 
There will be order in the nation. 

 
If there is order in the nation 

There will be peace in the world. 
 

~ Chinese Proverb ~ 
 

 
ARTHUR H. CLARK COMPANY 

2800 Venture Drive, Norman, Oklahoma 73069 
1-800-627-7377 or www.ahclark.com  

Or these books can be purchased from the 
Oklahoma University Press 

Tel. 1-800-627-7377 Web site: www.oupress.com 
 
FORT LARAMIE: Military Bastion of the High Plains by Douglas C. McChristian, Foreword by Paul L. 
Hedren, 448 pages, 26 B&W Illus., 2 Maps, March 2009, ISBN: 978-0-87062-360-8 
Hardcover w d/j, $45.00 [The last word on this quintessential frontier army post] 
 
This army post witnessed more history than any military post in the West.  It beginnings as a trading post in 
1834, moved on to include the buffalo hide trade, the overland migrations, the Indian Wars and treaties, the 
Utah War, Confederate maneuvering, and the coming of the telegraph and the transcontinental railroad. The 
army abandoned the post in 1890.  Today it is under the National Park System.   
 
Author Douglas C. McChristian is a retired Research Historian for the National Park Service in its Santa Fe 
regional office.  He was the former NPS Field Historian at Fort Laramie and he fully covers the fort’s military 
history.  This is a great book for the scholar/historian of the Indian Wars and the Old West.  This book is 
“WOW!” rated.  
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POWDER RIVER ODYSSEY: Nelson Cole’s Western Campaign of 1865 The Journals of Lyman G. 
Bennett and Other Eyewitness Accounts by David E. Wagner (1939-2009)  
288 pp., 21 B&W Illus., 15 Maps, March 2009, ISBN: 978-0-87062-359-2 Cloth Hardcover, Blue with 
Gold Letters, Size: 6.125” x 9.25” $39.95  [A detailed recounting of the difficult campaign that 
presaged the post-Civil War Indian wars of the western plains.] 
 
This is the account of the U.S. Army’s Eastern Division in the Powder River Campaign against the Sioux, 
Cheyenne, and Arapaho American Indians.  For the 1,400 soldiers of this campaign it was a nightmare.  The 
army’s western command failed to appreciate the difficulties of the terrain and the tenacity of the American 
Indians when fighting for their hunting grounds.  The Eastern Division was ill provisioned from the start and 
after two months they began to die of scurvy and contemplated mutiny. 
 
This book contains fifteen detailed maps that were drawn by military engineer Lyman G. Wagner who was 
very knowledgeable on the topography along the expedition’s route.   The book reveals the many difficulties 
in the army’s attempt to pacify the American West.  This is a ‘must have’ book for the scholar/historian of the 
American Indian Wars in the West.    
This outstanding book is “WOW!” rated. 
 
PATRICK CONNOR’S WAR: The 1865 Powder River Indian Expedition by David E. Wagner (1939-
2009) 296 pp. 24 B&W Illus., 16 Maps, May 2010, ISBN: 978-0-87062-393-6 Cloth Hardcover, Blue with 
Gold Letters, Size: 6.125” x 9.25” $39.95 [A day-by-day chronology of the first major campaign of the 
Indian wars.] 
 
This is the story of the U.S. Army’s Western Column in the 1865 Powder River Indian Expedition that was 
under the command of General Patrick Connor.  The Western Column was experiencing some of the same 
difficulties as the Eastern Column.  They soon had supply shortages, communication problems, and bad 
weather.  The rough terrain soon found the men trudging barefoot and soon they were half starved.  The 
thrill and danger of buffalo hunts and skirmishes with the Indians were the high points of the campaign.  
 
The detailed maps, the two dozen illustrations and biographical sketches of main players round out this 
work.  These two books together are a very scholarly work by the late David E. Wagner. 
They together describe the first actions in the Indian Wars since the American Civil War was concluded.  
This awesome book is “WOW!” rated. 
 
DODGE CITY: The Early Years, 1872-1886 by Wm. B. Shillingberg 416 pp., 34 B&W Illus., 1 Map, 
October 2009, ISBN: 978-0-87062-378-3 Hardcover w d/j, $49.95 
[The authoritative history of this quintessential western town] 
 
The author cuts through the myth and legend and gives us a Dodge City that few people really know about.  
The military site that protected Santa Fe commerce that was abandoned and soon became the rendezvous 
for wild and lawless buffalo hunters. Then the railroad came and it was a big transportation site for Texas 
cattle on the central plains.  A community sprang up in 1872 and started to grow, fourteen years later when 
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the great herds no longer came, the town was still headed for maturity.  
 
Along the way, the book offers a new prospective on the Battle of Adobe Walls, the maneuverings of cattle 
barons and railroad moguls, and legendary figures like Bat Masterson and Wyatt Earp.  This is the most 
researched account of Dodge City as it draws primary information from city records to personal papers.  
There is more to this historic community than brothels, saloons, and gunplay.  This is the authoritative 
history of this famous western town.  This book is a great addition to any Old West enthusiast’s library.   
This book has an “Excellent” rating. 
 
Mangas Coloradas: Chief of the Chiricahua Apaches by Edwin R. Sweeney, 578pp. Photos, Maps, 
ISBN: 0-8061-3063-6 Cloth w d/j, 1998, Price: $25.97 
 
Mangas Coloradas was originally a man of peace and led the Chiricahua Apaches for forty years until 
miners, ranchers, and farmers encroached upon Apache’s home territory. Tragic events caused inevitable 
retaliations and forced Mangas Coloradas and his son-in-law Cochise to fight back in desperation.  When 
Mangas Coloradas finally tried to make peace in 1863, he was captured and killed by American soldiers.  
The death of Mangas Coloradas who had only wished to live in peace in his own land, would inflame 
American—Apache relations and led to another twenty-three years of war. 
 
Edwin R. Sweeney has written a very through and sympathetic biography of one of the most famous and 
long-lived Apache chiefs.  Sweeney traces the life of Mangas and clears him of a lot of false charges that 
have been placed against him without anyone ever checking and confirming if they were correct or not.  This 
book is a solid contribution to the history of the Chiricahua Apaches and the Southwest.   This is a ‘must 
have’ book if you are interested in the history of the Apache Wars, the history of the Arizona/New Mexico 
border area known as Apacheria.   
This excellent book is “WOW!” rated.  

 
The wrong way to teach history would be to show that there’s only one perspective and only one 

history. ~ Jonathan Wenn ~ 2001 Walt Disney “Teacher of the Year” from Roosevelt Middle School in 
Glendale, New York 

 
Texas A&M University Press Consortium 

 John H. Lindsey Building 
4354 TAMU, College Station, TX 77843-4354 

 Tel. 979-845-1436 Fax. 979-847-8752 
 www.tamu.edu/upress 

 
A Book Reviewers Observation: I frequently interact with the very nice people at Texas A&M University 
Press Consortium on requested books and they are always a pleasure to deal with.  Their books are always 
interesting, top quality, and excellent in their coverage of life and history in the ‘Lone Star State.’ 
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History Ahead: Stories Beyond the Texas Roadside Markers by Dan Utley & Cynthia Beeman, 336pp. 
53 color, 26 b&w photos. 3 maps. Index, flexbound. February 10, 2010 $23.00 [Authors Introduce 
Readers to Stories Behind the Roadside Markers] 
 
Texas has more than 13,000 historical markers that line its beautiful highways giving drivers the stories of 
the past.  In History Ahead we get the rest of the story.  There is a rich, colorful, humorous, and sometimes 
action-packed history behind the famous: Charles Lindbergh, Will Rogers, The Big Bopper, jazz great 
Charlie Christian, the not-so-famous Elmer “Lumpy Kleb, Don Pedro Jaramillo and Carl Morene the music 
man of Schulenburg, who have left their marks on the history of Texas. These are local stories that have 
been polished up to a high shine with maps and directions to the markers. There are 19 stories that have 
many unpublished photographs and complementary sidebars.  This is great Texas history.  This book is 
“WOW!” rated. 
 
To the Line of Fire: Mexican Texans and World War I by Jose A. Ramirez, 224pp. 10 b&w photos. Bib. 
Index, Cloth w d/j, October 5, 2009, $29.95 [Author Investigates the Role of Mexican Texans (Tejanos) 
in World War I] 
 
During World War I thousands of Tejanos (Mexican Texans) joined the military to defend America with many 
other Hispanic citizens participating in “war gardens”, war bond drives, and supporting the American Red 
Cross.  The U.S. Military displayed a cultural sensitivity toward Tejano soldiers 
that was remarkable for its time. 
 
The Tejano community after the war opposed prejudice and discrimination, founding several civil rights 
groups eventually merging them into the League of United Latin American Citizens (LULAC), the largest and 
oldest surviving Hispanic civil rights organization in the United States. 
This book will appeal to scholars and general readers of Texas history, military history, and Mexican 
American studies.  This book is rated as “Excellent.” 
 
Spanish Water, Anglo Water: Early development in San Antonio by Charles R. Porter Jr., 192pp. 14 
b&w photos. 3 line art. 5 maps. 1 Fig. Bib., September 21, 2009, Cloth w d/j, $34.94 [Author Explores 
the Deep Importance of water in San Antonio History] 
 
In 1718 the Spanish settled San Antonio, because of its prolific springs.  This is one of the largest natural 
spring systems in the known world. The Spanish colonial legal concept that water was to be shared 
equitably by all settlers led to the building of the system of acequias (canals and ditches) in the settlement.  
Roughly fifty miles of watercourses meant to supply water for crops and domestic use form one of the 
earliest and most extensive municipal water systems in North America.  The Spanish colonial land grants 
concerning water are still in use in Texas courts today.   
 
These acequias, natural springs, and Spanish colonial land grants have all laid the groundwork for San 
Antonio to become the seventh largest city in the United States by the late twentieth century.  
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With the usage of water coming to the forefront of public environmental and economic concerns, this book is 
a must-read for environmental, lawmakers, and public policy experts.  It just goes to show that Spanish 
colonial law was very fair, if it ain’t broke don’t fix or mess with it.   
This wonderful book about San Antonio and its water system is  “WOW!” rated.   
 
How Did Davy Die? And Why Do We Care So Much?  Commemorative Edition by Dan Kilgore (1921-
1995) & James E. Crisp, 120pp. 2 line art. January 19, 2010, Cloth w d/j, $18.95 [Commemorative 
Edition Explores Controversy Surrounding Davy Crockett’s Death] 
 
Just over thirty-five years ago, Dan Kilgore ignited a controversy with his presidential address to the Texas 
Historical Association and its subsequent publication in book form, How Did Davy Die? 
Dan Kilgore had the audacity to state publicly that historical sources suggested Davy Crockett did not die on 
the ramparts of the Alamo, swinging the shattered remains of his rifle “Old Betsy.”   
 
According to Dan Kilgore, the first-ever English translation of eyewitness accounts by Mexican army officer 
Jose’ Enrique de la Pena asserted, Mexican forces took Crockett captive and then executed him on Santa 
Anna’s order.   
 
The London Daily Mail associated Kilgore with “the murder of a myth;” he became the subject of articles in 
Texas Monthly and the Wall Street Journal; and some who considered his historical argument an affront to a 
treasured American icon delivered personal insults and threats of violence. 
 
Now, in this enlarged, commemorative edition, James E. Crisp, a professional historian and a participant in 
the debates over the De la Pena diary, reconsiders the heated disputation surrounding How Did Davy Die? 
And poses the intriguing follow-up question, “PAnd Why Do We Care So Much?” 
 
Crisp reviews the origins and subsequent impact of Kilgore’s book, both on the historical hullabaloo and on 
the author.  Along the way, he provides fascinating insights into methods of historical inquiry and the use—
or non-use—of original source materials when seeking the truth of events that happened in past centuries.  
He further examines two aspects of the debate that Kilgore shied away from: the place and function of myth 
in culture, and the racial overtones of some of the responses to Kilgore’s work.  This is an interesting and 
controversial book on Texas history.  This book should be added to your Texas library shelf.  This book is a 
“WOW!” rated. 
 
Splinterville A Novella by Cliff Hudder, 70pp. ISBN-13: 978-1-9333896-13-7 Trade Paperback, Fiction, 
Hoods Texas Brigade, First Edition, 2008, (Texas Review Press is a Member of the Texas A&M 
University Press Consortium.) Price: $12.95  
[Winner, 2007 Texas Review Fiction Award]  
 
I have never read a novella that has given me so many chuckles and belly laughs.  There is this Private 
Henry Wallace and I chuckled over the way that he expresses himself.  This is a pleasure to read as that a 
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master storyteller tells the story.  Cliff Hudder has the novella, posing as a historical document and weaves a 
tail of fact, fiction, legend, and imagination into something that is intriguing and totally believable.  This 
Splinterville is sort of a comic Red Badge of Courage that remains a pleasure to read.  Cliff Hudder’s use of 
humor is a much welcomed counterpoint to the always tragic story of young lives wasted in another dumb 
and senseless war.  I think you will really enjoy this fascinating story.  This Novella is “WOW!” rated.  
 
The Civil War Adventures of a Blockade Runner by William Watson, 324pp. 6 Illustrations, 
ISBN:  1-58544-152-X Trade Paperback, 1892 / 2001, Price: $17.95  
 
If you like a book that’s just packed plum full of action then this is the one.  William Watson was a British 
subject who was against secession, but he joined the Confederate army and served until he was wounded in 
the Battle of Corinth and declared unfit for further duty.  Willie wondered down to New Orleans and got 
involved with blockade running.  Willie spent the next two years evading Union gunboats and dealing with 
“sharpers” who fed off the misfortune of the Civil War. 
 
In 1892 Willie decided to use his log books, personal papers, and business memoranda to write a “plain, 
blunt” account of “events just as they happened.”  When Willie finished he had written a classic adventure 
tale whose careful description of sea-faring in the 1860s gives us a first class look into a world that is now a 
part of history. 
 
Now Willie starts his story off on his ship the Rob Roy and he peoples his account with the good, the bad, 
and the unlucky.   We head from Havana to Galveston, braving gales and a hurricane, and surviving plots 
against his ship and his life. Mercy!  Willie has a real time with all of this, but through it all he maintains his 
honor and his profits.  Now my reader friends, if you want to stoll away on the schooner Rob Roy, ply the 
Gulf of Mexico under full sail, play the lottery in Havana, and visit Texas when it was “a new country,” then 
William Watson is the perfect guide to run the blockade that time imposes on posterity.  Well, shipmates, 
William Watson has sailed this book right into a “WOW!” rating so hang on. 
 
From the Pilot Factory, 1942 by William P. Mitchell, 195pp. Photos, Illustrations, 2005 
ISBN: 1-58544-387-5 Cloth w d/j, Price: $32.95 
 
This is the story of William P. Mitchell who is a clean cut American middle class boy that is so afraid of 
washing out that it was more powerful than the fear of crashing or getting killed.  Mitchell’s thoughts are 
similar to those of thousands of young men who were training in Texas to become pilots for the U.S. Army 
Air Force of World War II. 
 
In 1939, the United States Army Air Force trained just 1,200 new pilots.  By the end of war the airfields had 
become pilot factories, and 193,440 young men had become pilots.  William P. Mitchell entered the pilot 
factory at San Antonio’s Kelly Field in January 1942.  He then went to Garner Field near Uvalde, Texas, for 
primary training; to Randolph Field for basic; to Brooks Field for advanced flying; and to Del Valle for 
transition on the C-47. 
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Because Mitchell’s mother kept his letters, readers of this book can catch glimpses of a world long vanished 
and an era that now seems innocent and naive.  Mitchell worried about washing out, but he learned to do 
nighttime “blitz” landings without lights, to loop and roll, and recover from a spin, to identify an aircraft from a 
silhouette, and to navigate cross country.   
 
Mitchell wanted to be a pursuit pilot, but he was assigned to C-47s, a disappointment to which he resigned 
himself.  As a member of the 73d Squadron of the 434th Troop Carrier Group, he delivered glider infantry at 
Normandy, dropped airborne troops during Operation Market Garden, and supplied the 101st Airborne 
Division during the Battle of the Bulge.   Mitchell’s letters remind us that learning to fly was a romantic and 
unexpected adventure for the young men of the Greatest Generation who flew for the United States Army 
Air Force. 
 
William P. Mitchell retired in 1992 after a successful career with advertising agencies.  He now lives in North 
Carolina, where he occasionally contributes to local newspapers. 
 
This book will make a very nice addition to your Texas or your W.W.II library.   
This book is “WOW!” rated. 
 
Between The Enemy and Texas: Parson’s Texas Cavalry in the Civil War by Anne J. Bailey 
ISBN: 978-0-8756-5307-3 TCU Press Trade Paperback $24.95 
 
This book is an excellent companion to The Ragged Rebel that is published by Abilene Christian University 
Press.  Parson’s Texas Cavalry gives the reader a very good look at how Confederate cavalry operated 
West of the Mississippi River.  Parson’s Texas Cavalry was the most famous brigade in the Confederate 
Army of the Trans-Mississippi.  They experienced all the hardships and deprivations of war. This book will 
make excellent addition to your Confederate/Texas library.   
This excellent book is “WOW!” rated. 
 

Shortchange your education now and you may be short of change the rest of your life. 
~ Anonymous ~ 

 
ABILENE CHRISTIAN UNIVERSITY PRESS 

1626 Campus Court, Abilene, Texas 79601 
Toll-free phone number: 877-816-4455 

 
The Ragged Rebel: A Common Soldier in W. H. Parsons’ Texas Cavalry, 1861-1865 
By B. P. Gallaway, ISBN: 978-0-89112-540-2 Trade Paperback, 208 Pages, b/w photos 
Publication Date: February 2010, Price: $17.99 
 
This book makes an excellent companion to Between The Enemy and Texas: Parson’s Texas Cavalry in the 
Civil War published by TCU Press and also available through Texas A&M University Press Consortium.  
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My dear friends and fellow SCV compatriots, this publication will be ranked as a ‘Confederate Classic.’   This 
is a book that will have an honored spot on your Texas or Confederate bookshelf.   
 
This is the true story of David Carey Nance—a young, Northern-born Texas farmer who opposed slavery but 
got caught up in the carnage of the Civil War as a soldier in the Texas Cavalry.  After enlisting against his 
father’s will, Nance initially reveled in the camaraderie and excitement of military life, but his romantic 
conceptions were soon shattered by the grim realities of deprivation, sickness, and the horrors of armed 
combat. 
 
Fourteen years in preparation, The Ragged Rebel is a delightfully written, well-documented narrative, often 
in Nance’s own words, about a sensitive and deeply religious farm boy’s fight for survival amid wartime 
conditions on the frontier regions of the western Confederacy.  It not only reveals the day-to-day 
experiences of a common soldier in the core regiment of perhaps the most famous brigade in the Trans-
Mississippi West, but also provides valuable insights into the military operations of mounted troops west of 
the river. 
 
This book has several historic photos and a beautiful cover with original art by southwestern artist Jodie 
Boren. You will not only be entertained, but also well educated as author B. P. Galloway brings a scholar’s 
touch to The Ragged Rebel.   This book is “WOW!” rated. 
 

The important thing is not so much that every child should be taught, 
 as that every child should be given the wish to learn. 

 ~ John Lubbock ~ The Pleasures of Life (1887) 
 

WILLIAM MORROW 
An Imprint of Harper Collins Publishers 
10 East 53rd Street, New York, NY 10022 

Where ever Good Books are sold 
 

TO HELL ON A FAST HORSE: Billy the Kid, Pat Garrett, and the Epic Chase to Justice in the Old 
West by Mark Lee Gardner, 336pp. ISBN: 978-0-0613-6827-1 Cloth w d/j, $26.99 Canada $34.99 
 
On April 28th, 1881, some people on Lincoln’s boardwalk looked on in fear, as a prisoner who had just killed 
his jail guards danced out a macabre jig.  He had just broken the light chain that was securing his leg irons.  
They were all transfixed by the chilling antics of this man who had previously killed twenty-one men with his 
old .44 pistol.   He ran over to the hitching rail, stole a horse and rode off in a cloud of dust.   
 
It was Billy the Kid—a.k.a. Henry McCarty, Henry Antrim, and William Bonney.   He was a horse thief, cattle 
rustler, charismatic rogue, and cold-blooded killer.   He had just escaped from the Lincoln County New 
Mexico courthouse jail and killed two deputies.   Now the new sheriff, Pat Garrett was chasing one of 
America’s most legendary crime figures in the most famous jail break in the history of the Old West. 
 
This very interesting book is a dual biography of the outlaw Billy the Kid and the lawman Sheriff Pat Garrett.  
It covers the death of Billy the Kid at the hands of Sheriff Pat Garrett, and the century-old mystery of Pat 
Garrett’s 1908 murder near Las Cruces, New Mexico. Cowpuncher Wayne Brazel admitted to shooting 
Garrett and was put on trial for the crime, but through new research into previously unknown sources, Mark 
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Lee Gardner names another man as Garrett’s killer.  This is an excellent book for the Western lover and the 
law & Order enthusiast.   
This book is “WOW!” rated.  
 
Dangerous Book of Heroes by Conn & David Iggulden, on sale April 20th, 2010, Cloth w d/j, 
ISBN 13: 978-0-0619-2824-6 Price: $26.99  
 
The stories in this book span time and place and include the heroes on Flight 93, the forgotten but deserved 
heroes such as the Women of SOE and the Men of Colditz.  Some of the men and women possessed self-
confidence and personal belief while others lacked self-confidence and could hardly act at all.  For some, 
their heroism is contained in a single moment, while others seem to have lived a life that stands out like a 
single silver thread.  All of them have lives that illustrate wild courage, single-minded obsession, and self–
belief.  
 
Here are just a few of the many stories featuring: Siege of the Alamo, Iwo Jima, Apollo 11, Harry Houdini, 
George Washington, Daniel Boone, Helen Keller, Martin Luther King, Jr., Thomas Paine, and Florence 
Nightingale.  This is an excellent book for boys and girls to learn about heroes.  This book has an 
“Excellent” rating.  

 
Knowledge is the antidote to fear.  ~ Ralph Waldo Emerson ~ (1803-1882) 

 
THE PENNSYLVANIA STATE UNIVERSITY PRESS 

University Park, PA 16802-1003 
www.psu.edu/psupress  

 
Making and Remaking Pennsylvania’s Civil War Edited by William Blair and William Pencak, 331pp. 
Photos, Illustrations, Notes, Index, ISBN: 0-271-02079-2 Cloth w d/j  
2001, Price: $49.95  
 
This is an excellent book on the State of Pennsylvania’s contribution during our American Civil War.  We 
have the Keystone Confederates who fought for Dixie.  There is Philadelphia’s Great Central Sanitary Fair 
and the Ladies’ Aid Societies.  There is the politics concerning women’s work during the war. The Battle of 
Gettysburg and the lingering stigma of 1863 on the citizens and then there is discussion of the recent movie 
Gettysburg.  There is the elevation of race in Public Sculpture and the Republican Party.  There is the 
discussion of African-American Grand Army of the Republic (G.A.R.) Posts in Pennsylvania.   This book 
gives the reader a good look at the homefront during the war and a look at the post war years and what the 
citizens thought was important to commemorate for history.   This is a very good book to add to your Union 
bookshelf.  This book has an “Excellent” rating.  
 

We can get over being poor, but it takes longer to get over being ignorant. 
~ Jane Sequichie Hifler ~ 
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MORNINGSIDE BOOKSHOP 
The American Civil War Source 

Mary E. Younger, President  (Widow of the late SCV Compatriot Bob Younger) 
260 Oak Street, Dayton, Ohio 45410-1334 

Order day or night 
On-line at www.morningsidebooks.com  

Or toll-free at (800) 648-9710 
 

A Rebel Cavalryman: With Lee, Stuart, and Jackson by Confederate trooper John N. Opie, 1899, 
Facsimile First Issued 1972, Reissued 1997, 336pp. Photos, Illustrations, ISBN: none, Facsimile 10, 
Cloth w d/j, Price: $32.50 
 
John Opie enlisted at age 17 on the day that Virginia seceded; served with Stonewall Jackson in the lower 
Shenandoah Valley and in West Virginia.  He was with Jackson at First Manassas and then transferred to 
Virginia Military Institute, he returned to the C.S.A. after his Father lost his life, graduating from Old Jack’s 
foot cavalry to Stuart’s horse cavalry.  John Opie was at Sharpsburg and Gettysburg, and followed General 
Jubal Early to the outskirts of Washington.  In December 1864 he was captured behind enemy lines while on 
patrol in the Shenandoah Valley.   John Opie nearly starved in Elmira prison camp, New York.  
 
This book has numerous 19th century illustrations that are just fantastic!  This is a very nice addition to your 
Confederate bookshelf.  This facsimile edition looks just like the 1899 First Edition and is the best of the 
book publisher’s art.  This book is “WOW!” rated. 
 
Shiloh: Bloody April [Revised Edition 2001] by Wiley Sword, 562pp. 18 Maps, Photos, Number 
1808AA Trade Paperback, $22.50 (Cloth Ed. sold out) 
 
It was Twenty-seven years ago that the original publication of Shiloh: Bloody April was published. This book 
has stood the test of time and is recognized as a definitive study of the ‘Pearl Harbor’ of the American Civil 
War.  The award-winning author Wiley Sword has added newly discovered material to this Morningside 
Revised Edition.  This new material comes from participants of both the North and the South.  There is even 
a new chapter that addresses the “controversies” and “what ifs” of Shiloh.  
 
There are many added details that readers can ponder in better understanding the momentous story of 
Shiloh, a battle that endures as one of the most remarkable stories of our tragic American Civil War.  This 
Revised Edition of Shiloh: Bloody April has a “WOW!” rating. 
 

Education is not filling a bucket, but lighting a fire. 
~ William Yeats ~ (1865-1939) 

 
Texas Tech University Press 

“Texas Tech Red Raiders, Pride of the Whole Southwest” 
2903 4th Street Box 41037, Lubbock, TX 79409-1037 
Phone: 806-742-2982 or Toll Free: 1-800-832-4042 

Fax: 806-742-2979 Web: www.ttup.ttu.edu 
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The Story of Palo Duro Canyon Edited by Duane Guy, with a new introduction by Frederick W. 
Rathjen, 226pp. Photos, Maps, ISBN: 978-0-89672-453-2 Trade Paperback, 05/2001, Price: $17.95 
  
Several of you have requested more information on the area of Texas where Chief Quanah Parker and the 
Qua-ha-dah Comanches use to roam.  The story of Palo Duro Canyon and The Texas Panhandle Frontier 
both together will fully cover your questions. 
 
Palo Duro Canyon is a beautiful area with a creek running through the bottom of the gorge.  during its 
prehistoric days, the canyon had dinosaurs roaming in the canyon as their bones can be found at certain dig 
sites.  The buffalo were close by and some even ventured into the canyon in days past.   
 
The Comanches used the canyon as a base camp and kept their large herd of horses there.  This was 
where Colonel Ranald S. Mackenzie and his cavalry drove the Comanches from the canyon, burned their 
camp, teepees and supplies, and destroyed their horse herd.   
 
For years the bleached bones of the 1,048 dead horses were near the entrance of the canyon until some 
enterprising individual picked them up and sold them to a bone grinder to be made into fertilized.  
 
Charlie Goodnight raised cattle in the canyon for many years.  Today the canyon is part of the Texas State 
Park System.  The canyon is a very beautiful area with some interesting rock formations; the best is 
Lighthouse Rock that towers almost 300 feet above the canyon floor. 
You will greatly enjoy this book with its interesting history and beautiful pictures.  This book should be added 
to every Texans library.  This book has a “WOW!” rating. 
 
The Texas Panhandle Frontier (Revised Edition) by Frederick W. Rathjen, with introduction by Elmer 
Kelton, 271pp. Photos, Maps, ISBN: 978-0-89672-399-3 Trade paperback, 04/1998, 
Price: $17.98 
 
This book covers the Llano Estacado, the land of the Comanche Empire where the “Lords of the Plains” use 
to roam and hunt buffalo.  It was the land of Quanah Parker and the Qua-ha-dah Comanches.  The land of 
the Kiowas and the Cheyenne’s who also lived there before the U.S. Army waged war on them.   
 
Now twenty-six counties of Northern Texas raise cattle and grow cotton where great herds of buffalo use to 
graze on the high plains.  There are five canyons on the eastern edge: Palo Duro, Tule, Quitaque, Casa 
Blanca, and Yellow House.  Through these canyons and across these plains ancient peoples use to hunt 
game.  
 
The Spanish Conquistadores of Coronado crossed the High Plains in search of fabled wealth and found 
sun-baked adobe instead of gold.  They would declare the region a wasteland.  The Republic of Texas 
declared the area the same, as it was too dangerous for settlers until the army at the close of the nineteenth 
century solved the Indian problem and opened the Panhandle area to settlers.  This book is a good history 
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of the Panhandle area of Texas and will give you a good idea of the area where Chief Quanah Parker and 
the Qua-ha-dah Comanches use to call home. 
This book will make a nice addition to your Texas library.  This book has an “Excellent” rating.  
 

Which government is the best?  The one that teaches us to govern ourselves.   
~ Johann Wolfgang Von Goethe ~ Art and Antiquity (1826) 

 
LSU PRESS 

3990 West Lakeshore Drive, Baton Rouge, LA 70808 
Tel. (225) 578-6666 Fax: (225) 578-6461 

Web site: www.lsu.edu/lsupress 
 

The Life of Johnny Reb: The Common Soldier of the Confederacy by Bell Irvin Wiley (1906-1980), 
With a New Foreword by James I. Robertson, Jr. 480 pp. 6”x 9”, 28 Halftones, 2008 reprint, ISBN: 
978-0-8071-3325-5 Trade Paperback, Price: $21.95   

 
When Bell I. Wiley published his book about the rank-in-file Confederate soldier in 1943, professional 
historians and general readers alike greeted it enthusiastically. That was sixty-seven years ago.  This book 
has stood the test of time and is still “The Book” when it comes to the common Confederate soldier.  This 
book has long been out of print until now.  The good people at LSU Press have reprinted this ‘Civil War 
Classic’ and James I. Robertson explores the exemplary career of Bell Irvin Wiley, who championed the 
common folk, whom he saw as ensnared in the great conflict of the 1860s.  I think the greatest tribute was 
made by the late historian Bruce Catton who said, “Of all the books that have been written on the Civil 
WarPthe ones that ‘truly live’ are Bell Wiley’s.”     
 
Bruce Catton and Bell Wiley wrote a lot of the books that I read as a young person growing up and they 
were both the best in making history ‘truly live’ for the reader.  I miss both of them, but time and life moves 
on.   This is your chance to purchase a copy of this ‘Civil War Classic’ for your library before it is too late.  
This book has a “WOW!” rating. 

 
The Life of Billy Yank: The Common Soldier of the Union by Bell Irvin Wiley (1906-1980), With a New 
Foreword by James I. Robertson, Jr. 488pp. 6”x 9”, 27 Halftones, September, 2008 reprint, ISBN: 978-
0-8071-3375-0 Trade Paperback, Price: $21.95 

 
This is the companion piece to The Life of Johnny Reb.   Bell Wiley made these two books a matched set.   
That’s right, a matched set, just like you have a matched set of horses in pulling a wagon.   The Life of Billy 
Yank: The Common Soldier of the Union is also a recognized ‘Civil War Classic’.     
 
This gives you a good look at the rank-in-file common soldier for the Union.   Bell Wiley’s book is a social 
history in that he thinks the soldier for the north and the soldier for the south were really the same American 
boy inside.   One would raise cotton and the other would raise corn and for four long bloody years they 
raised ‘Hell’ across America’s beautiful landscape, killing each other by the hundreds of thousands in 
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another senseless war that only the undertaker wins. 
 
This wonderfully interesting book is the finest memorial the Union soldier is ever likely to have as Bell Wiley 
has written about the Northern troops with objectivity, with sympathy, understanding, humor, and profound 
respect for their fighting ability.  This ‘Civil War Classic’ is “WOW!” rated. 

 
The fragrance always stays in the hand that gives the rose. 

~ Hada Bejar ~ Peacemaking Day by Day 
 

CASEMATE PUBLICATIONS 
Quality Publications for Your Reading Enjoyment 

908 Darby Road, Havertown, PA 19083 
Phone: 610-853-9131 Fax: 610-853-9146 

 
Strangling the Confederacy: Coastal Operations in the American Civil War by Kevin Dougherty, 
233pp. Photos, Maps, Notes, Bibliography, Index, and ISBN: 978-1-935149-24-8 
Hardback w d/j, $32.95 / L20.00 
 
Very early in the American Civil War the U.S. Navy Board met and decided on a plan called “Anaconda” to 
squeeze and choke off the war supplies coming into the Confederacy.  They picked out ports that had 
railroads as the first targets. Through the use of a naval blockade and technological advances such as 
steam driven warships they were able to close some ports and greatly reduce the amount of war materials 
coming in at other ports.  The U.S. Navy Board was starting to use tactics that are used by our twenty-first 
century U.S. Navy. 
 
This book covers the “Anaconda Plan” from beginning to the end of the war.   Covering not only the 
accomplishments, but also the setbacks that were encountered along the way and how they were dealt with.   
If you are interested in the United States Navy, then you will find this book to be very interesting.  Even the 
oldest Civil War buffs will learn a few new bits of information that they didn’t know before.   This is a very 
nice book for your Civil War or nautical library.  
This book has an “Excellent” rating.  
 

The benefits of education and of useful knowledge, generally diffused through a community, are 
essential to the preservation of a free government. ~ Sam Houston ~ (1795-1863) 

 
RANDOM HOUSE 

1745 BROADWAY, NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10019 
WHEREVER GOOD BOOKS ARE SOLD 

 
A Book Reviewers Note: I have tried several times to find a book about General Jo Shelby as our many 
readers have been requesting me to review a book on him.   I found a book at one publisher but no review 
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copies were left.   At another publisher they only had a few old copies left.   And when it looked like all was a 
failure, it was RANDOM HOUSE PUBLISHING to our rescue.   This book is excellent! 
 
GENERAL JO SHELBY’S MARCH by Anthony Arthur, On Sale August 17th, 2010, 265 pp. Photos, 
Map, ISBN: 978-1-4000-6830-2 Cloth w d/j, Price: $26.00 
 
This book is excellent on each side of the cover.  The dust jacket is very attractive with a photo of 
Confederate General Jo Shelby super imposed over an antique map of Texas and Mexico.  The book cover 
and the binding are excellent just as you have come to expect from Random House. 
 
The content of the book tells the story of the 300-man Iron Brigade commanded by General Jo Shelby who 
absolutely refused to surrender.  These 300 hard case Rebels were the last holdouts of the Confederacy 
and they made a very treacherous twelve-hundred-mile trip for Mexico.  They would make a very dangerous 
and dusty trip through lawless Texas that was swarming with desperadoes, into Mexico that was just 
teeming with Benito Jua’rez’s republican army and marauding Apaches. 
 
They would take the Confederate Battleflag and fold it and weight it with rocks and reverently lower it into 
the muddy waters of the Rio Grand River as they crossed into Mexico.  General Jo Shelby had taken the 
black ostrich plume from his hat and placed it between the folds of the flag before it was buried in the river.   
The Iron Brigade never surrendered their Battleflag to the enemy. 
 
General Jo Shelby and his command finely made it to Mexico City and it was there that Shelby presented his 
military proposal to Emperor Maximilian.   General Jo Shelby and his command would take over the 
French/Mexican Army and with future reinforcements of forty thousand more Confederate soldiers, the 
government itself.   Emperor Maximilian turned down this dramatic, doomed, and brave endeavor. This was 
another lost cause that would change Jo Shelby and American history forever.    
 
Maximilian and Shelby each went their own way pursuing other doomed ventures.   Jo Shelby wanted to 
bring settlers to colonize Mexico and this failed.  Maximilian could not turn Mexico into a French colony.  
Benito Jua’rez’s republican army drove the French out of Mexico and Maximilian was shot in front of a 
republican army firing squad.   
 
Jo Shelby returned to the United States and renouncing slavery, he was nominated by President Grover 
Cleveland to become U.S. Marshal for western Missouri, his eventual fame as a model of nineteenth-century 
progressivism. 
 
General Jo Shelby had been daring; ruthless and a diehard Confederate cavalry commander who had joined 
the losing side and later would try to run another losing cause.   Jo Shelby finally changed his thinking and 
actions to become a model citizen.    
 
Jo Shelby was a uniquely American man, both brave and brutal, a hero and a hothead, whose life’s startling 
last chapter is a microcosm of the aftermath of our most divisive war.  I highly recommend this book for your 
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Confederate library.  This is one exciting story from beginning to the end.   
 
The author of this book, Anthony Arthur was a professor emeritus of literature at California State University, 
Northridge, and the author of five books.   Anthony Arthur “crossed over the river to rest under the shade of 
the trees” in 2009, shortly after finishing this book.  
This excellent book is “WOW!” rated. 
 

He, who is ashamed of asking, is ashamed of learning.  ~ Danish Proverb ~ 
 

 Da Capo Press 
A Member of the Perseus Book Group 

Eleven Cambridge Center, Cambridge, Massachusetts 02142 
Web Site: www.dacapopress.com    

Fax: 617-252-5265 
 

The Great Fire of Rome: The Fall of the Emperor Nero, and His City by Stephen Dando-Collins, 
263pp. 8-Page Photo Insert, ISBN: 978-0-306-81890-5 Hardcover $25.00 9/15/2010 
 
The evening of July 19th, AD 64 in Rome was still rather warm, as the day had been very hot.  People were 
still flooding into he capital, eager to watch the games of the Ludi Victoriae Caesaris tournament, which were 
starting the next day.   
 
The vendors and merchants on the ground floor of the circus maximus were busy preparing food for the next 
day as well as selling food to the hungry visitors that were arriving for the games.  In one of the merchant’s 
food stalls, a cooking fire was getting out of hand.   It was a grease fire that quickly rose up to the ceiling, 
and the old dry wood with the years of grease build-up, quickly caught fire.  The fire quickly moved with ever 
increasing speed through the old dry wooden structure.  Soon the flames burned through to the upper levels 
of the circus maximus and the warm evening breeze sent the burning embers to other structures.   It was six 
days and seven terror-filled nights before the fire was put out.  Half of Rome was in ashes, an untold number 
of citizens were lost in this huge conflagration.  Many more people were homeless and had nothing left in 
this world but the clothes that they had on. 
 
Nero arrived in Rome a couple of days after the fire was burning, as he had been in another town competing 
in a singing contest, which he won.   When he arrived in Rome he was astounded by the size of the fire and 
he directed his legionnaires to take battering rams and level buildings ahead of the flames for fire breaks.   
When the fires were out, Nero had food brought in for the people displaced and shelter provided for them in 
the different temples and buildings that were still standing. 
 
Who was to blame for this fire?  Rumors were started that Nero was responsible, he wanted to rebuild 
Rome.  No matter what Nero did to help the displaced citizens the different rumors were saying that he was 
responsible for the fire.   Did Nero have the fire started?   Was this some preconceived plan to rebuild 
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Rome?   Did Nero really play the fiddle and sing while Rome burned?   Was there a sexual relationship 
between Nero and his mother, Agrippina the Younger?  Did Christians really start the fire, or were they 
forced to say so under torture?  How did all of these myths originate?   What is truth, what is malicious rumor 
and false statements?  What happened to Nero?  Was the burnt area of Rome ever rebuilt?  How many 
people would die because of this fire?   
 
There are many questions and this totally interesting book has many answers.  Some answers will amaze 
you, some will surprise you, and some will totally shock you!    I will guarantee, that you will enlightened as 
to what really happened, as the book, The Great Fire of Rome starts on New Years Day of the year of the 
fire and takes you through to the Emperor’s demise.  You will learn the many secrets and the scandals that 
surround this most mysterious of historical events  
of the Roman Empire. 
   
Stephen Dando-Collins is an Australian-born historian, editor, and author.  His highly acclaimed works of 
nonfiction include Caesar’s Legion, Standing Bear Is a Person, and Tycoon’s War.   He lives in Tasmania.  
(I wouldn’t mind reviewing any of his books as this one is great! ~ E.P.~) 
This fascinating book is “WOW!” rated. 
 

If history were taught in the form of stories, it would never be forgotten. 
~ Rudyard Kipling ~ (1865-1936) 

 
Book Reviews Observation: 
THE NAVAL INSTITUTE PRESS only prints top quality books.   It is just like Christmas every time I receive 
a finished review copy from the Naval Institute Press.   Everything comes to a halt,  while I checkout their 
new publication.   
 
Their books are so much better than what I usually receive.   What I experience is complete and total 
customer satisfaction.   That is a wonderful feeling my friends.   No nicks, tears, scuffs, or dings, a mint fresh 
copy with a binding that is strong and last a lifetime.  The pictures are correct in color and content.  The 
typeface is easy on the old eyes.  These folks really know how to produce a top quality book on a consistent 
basis. 
 

NAVAL INSTITUTE PRESS 
291 Wood Road, Annapolis, Maryland 21402-5034 

To Order Call 1-800-233-8764, Website www.usni.org 
  
Manila and Santiago: The New Steel Navy in the Spanish-American War by Jim Leeke, 220 pages, 22 
b/w photos & 1 map. Apps. Notes. Bibliog. Index. ISBN: 978-1-59114-464-9 Cloth w d/j, Price: $29.95, 
May 2009 
 
The Spanish-American War of 1898 was global in scope.  It was the first two-ocean war for the United 
States Navy.  The two great naval battles of the war were at Manila Bay and Santiago de Cuba.   These two 

(Continued from page 46) 
 

(Continued on page 48) 

The Lone Star Book Review — Cont. 



P a g e  4 8  T h e  L o n e  S t a r       

great battles were separated by two months and over ten thousand miles.  The vessels were no longer the 
wooden gun ships that were used during the American Civil War, but the new steel dreadnoughts that 
mounted huge naval guns and sliced through the waves with unheard of speed for that day and time.  This 
was the dawn of a new age for the United States Navy.   This book has an ‘Excellent’ rating. 
 
Fireship: The Terror Weapon of the Age of Sale by Peter Kirsch, 224 pages, and 120 b/w photos, 9 ½” 
X 11 ½ “, ISBN: 978-1-59114-270-6 Cloth w d/j, Price: $74.95, June 2009 
 
This is a very impressive book that is filled with photos of paintings.  The fireship was the guided missile of 
the age of sail.   The ship was packed with incendiary and sometimes with explosive material, it was aimed 
at its highly inflammable wooden target by volunteers who bailed out at the last moment.   The fireship was 
used in history, all the way up to, and during our American Civil War.   This book will be a nice addition to the 
Napoleonic War enthusiast, the American Civil War buff and the mariner historian.   This is an excellent book 
and you will be very pleased if you are into the age of wooden ships and sail.   This book has an 
‘Excellent’ rating.  
  
Leathernecks: An Illustrated History of the U.S. Marine Corps by Merrill L. Bartlett and Jack 
Sweetman, 352 pages, 145 b/w photos, 112 color illus., 30 maps, Cloth w d/j  
ISBN: 978-1-59114-020-7, Price: $60.00  
 
This is a truly beautiful book that covers the proud heritage of The United States Marine Corps from its 
inception to the present day.  This is a very well researched narrative of Marine Corps history that is filled 
with a generous selection of photographs and paintings of which many are in full color.  The maps are very 
informative and help explain the achievements and history of the Marine Corps.  This is a fantastic book 
about the United States Marine Corps. This book has a “WOW!” rating. 
 
Commanding Lincoln’s Navy: Union Naval Leadership during the Civil War by Stephen R. Taaffe, 352 
pages, 17 b/w photos, 5 maps, 6” X 9”, ISBN: 978-1-59114-855-5 Cloth w d/j 
ISBN: 978-1-59114-855-5 Price: $34.95 
 
This is a very nice book about the Union Naval Leadership during the Civil War.   The Union Navy blockaded 
the Confederate ports, cooperated with the Union Army in amphibious assaults, and controlled the 
Mississippi River and its tributaries.  All of this was accomplished through Union Naval Leadership that was 
trained at Annapolis, Maryland.  This book is “WOW!” rated. 
 
THE SEA CHARTS: The Illustrated History of Nautical Maps and Navigational Charts by John Blake, 
Foreword by HRH The Duke of York, 160 pages, 150 color illustrations, Trade Paperback 11” X 12”, 
ISBN: 978-1-59114-782-4 Price: $39.95 
 
This is a look at the history and development of the sea chart and the related nautical map, in both scientific 
and aesthetic terms, as a means of safe and accurate seaborne navigation.  This is an excellent book to add 
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to your mariner library.  This book is very enlightening upon the way that ships ply the great seas and 
oceans without getting lost.  This book is “WOW!” rated. 
 
The Last Lincoln Conspirator: John Surratts Flight from the Gallows by Andrew C. A. Jampoler, 288 
pages, 24 Illustrations, 2 Maps, 6” X 9” ISBN: 978-1-59114-408-3 Trade Paperback, Price: $18.95 
 
There have been a lot of books written about the assassination of President Abraham Lincoln, but one of the 
little known stories is the case of the only conspirator to escape conviction, John Harrison Surratt.  John’s 
mother Mary was hanged along with the other three conspirators at the Old Capital Prison.   John Harrison 
Surratt had fled the United States and was in hiding.   When he was finally discovered years later he was a 
Papal Guard at the Vatican in Rome, Italy.  This book is a true account of what happened to John Harrison 
Surratt from the time of Lincoln’s assassination to the end of his mortal life.  This is a very interesting book 
and a great addition to your Lincoln library.  This book has an “Excellent” rating.  
 
A SOCIETY OF GENTLEMEN: Midshipmen at the U.S. Naval Academy, 1845-1861 by Mark C. Hunter, 
264 pages, 14 b/w photos, 6” X 9” ISBN: 978-1-59114-397-0 Hardcover w d/j, Price: $34.95  April 2010 
 
This book deals with the professionalization in the United States armed forces with this social history of U.S. 
naval officer education at Annapolis.   Before the creation of the Naval Academy at Annapolis in 1845, the 
U.S. naval midshipmen gained experience through a haphazard apprentice system.  The development of the 
Naval Academy provided a professional structure for officer education, for instilling discipline, and 
disseminating institutional values.  The Academy sowed the seeds for future advances and professionalism 
that matured in the era after our American Civil War.   This book has an ‘Excellent’ rating. 
 
SEACOAST FORTIFICATIONS of the UNITED STATES: An Introductory History by Emanuel Raymond 
Lewis, 160 pages, 69 photos, 12 line drawings, 6 maps, 7” X 10”, Trade Paperback, ISBN: 978-1-
55750-502-6, Price: $24.95  Published: 1993 
 
This book was published in 1993 and still is the only work available on the history of the U.S. coastal 
defenses, including their armament and architecture.   This book covers all of the old brick forts built before 
the American Civil War as well as the huge earthen forts that were also built during the earlier days of the 
American Revolution.  This book also covers the new fortifications and improvements that were made to 
other fortifications to protect our coasts during World Wars One and Two.  This covers disappearing large 
caliber artillery that can fire over the fort walls and disappear out of sight behind the walls upon recoil.  This 
is a ‘must have’ book for the scholar, historian, and the mariner, as all will find this a very enlightening 
reference book for their library.  This book has a “WOW!” rating.  
 
THEODORE ROOSEVELT’S NAVAL DIPLOMACY: The U.S. Navy and the Birth of the American 
Century by Henry J. Hendrix, 288 pages, 22 b/w photos, 6” X 9” Cloth w d/j, 
ISBN: 978-1-59114-363-5 Price: $34.95  
 
President Theodore Roosevelt used the United States Navy to facilitate the emergence of America as a 
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great power at the dawn of the twentieth century.   President Theodore Roosevelt had the U.S. battleships 
painted white and tour around the world from port to port of the world’s great nations.   This show of 
seapower would win some friends for the United States.     
This book has a “WOW!” rating. 
 
Blue & Gray Navies: The Civil War Afloat by Spencer C. Tucker, 462 pages, and 36 illus.  
14 maps, Notes, Gloss, and Index, 6” X 9” ISBN: 978-1-59114-882-1 Cloth w d/j, $34.95 
2006 
 
I reviewed this book a long time ago, but people keep asking me to find them the very best book on the 
Union and Confederate Navies.   My friends this is the very best book around to cover both navies at the 
same time.   This book is very well written and easy to understand.   The book is well constructed and it has 
all the extras like maps, illustrations, and glossary.  The book also uses recent scholarship to examine the 
important roles played by the Union and the Confederate navies during our American Civil War.  This is an 
excellent book and will be one of your most used books in your maritime library.  This book is “WOW!” 
rated. 
 

Thought flows in terms of stories—stories about events, stories about people,  
and stories about intentions and achievements.  The best teachers are the best storytellers.   

We learn in the form of stories. ~ Frank Smith ~ 
 

PALADIN PRESS 
Gunbarrel Tech Center 

7077 Winchester Circle, Boulder, CO  80301 USA 
Phone: 1-303-443-7250, Fax: 1-303-442-8741 

E-mail: service@paladin-press.com 
 
The History of Sniping and Sharpshooting by Major John L. Plaster, USAR (Ret.) 704 pp. 
8 ½” x 11”, photos, illust. Paladin Press, ISBN: 978-1-58160-632-4 Hardcover, $89.95  
 
This is a very nice book on the very deadly subject of military sniping and sharpshooting.  This is a history 
book that starts us off in the 15th century, with the first precision musket fire in Europe and continues on 
through the present day action in Iraq and Afghanistan in the fight on global terror.  Major John L. Plaster 
details the major engagements and minor skirmishes over five centuries of warfare where the outcomes 
were settled by accurate gunfire.  
 
The best snipers down through time are discussed.  People that are well known like: Hiram Berdan, Vasilli 
Zaitsey, Carlos Hathcock, and some that are not so well known such as John Burns, Benjamin Forsyth, and 
Arthur Wermuth to name but a few. 
 
Through the evolution in firearms and more powerful optics, there bas been a change in battle tactics.  This 
is a subject that has never been discussed before until now in this book. 

(Continued from page 49) 
 

 
(Continued on page 51) 

The Lone Star Book Review — Cont. 



P a g e  5 1  T h e  L o n e  S t a r       

 
Major John L. Plaster served three tours in the top-secret unconventional warfare group, Studies and 
Observations Group, (S.O.G.) in Vietnam.  John Plaster was decorated for heroism four times.   John served 
twenty-four years as a sniping instructor.   Twenty years of research has been gathered together in 
preparation for this excellent book.  
 
This is a book that will fit into everyone’s time period of recent conflicts since it goes back to the 15th century.   
This is a very interesting book and is “WOW!” rated. 
 
The New Bullwhip Book by Andrew Conway, 128 pp. 8 ½ “ x 11”, illust. Paladin Press 
ISBN: 978-1-58160-727-7 Softcover, $20.00 
 
This is a very good book for the beginner who would like to learn how to pop a bullwhip.  This book 
introduces you to whip basics, parts of the whip, the different types available, as well as the three basic 
cracks and step-by-step instructions on how to master those cracks and not wind up hitting yourself in the 
face with the popper by accident.  It’s a great book that will give the beginner the proper instruction and aid 
the student with different ways of popping the whip.   
This book has an “Excellent” rating. 
 

By viewing the old we learn the new. ~ Chinese proverb ~ 
 

THOMAS PUBLICATIONS 
3245 FAIRFIELD ROAD, GETTYSBURG, PA 17325 

History books from Colonial America to the Korean War 
PHONE: 717-642-6600, FAX: 717-642-5555  

www.thomaspublications.com 
 
Editors Note: 
I have received requests from our young female readers to please find some books on the Civil War that 
they can purchase with their allowance and baby sitting money.   Ladies, I have found some very nice books 
that will fit right in with your financial situation and they explain the contribution that ladies made towards the 
war effort.  I know you will be very pleased to have these excellent books on your bookshelf and to show 
your friends. 
 
Blue & Gray Roses of Intrigue by Rebecca D. Larson, 72 pages, 5 ½” X 8 ½”, Softcover, 
ISBN: 0-939631-46-6 Price: $6.95 
 
Ladies this book has a fascinating collection of female spies who were active during the Civil War. 
These ladies took a very great personal risk in these acts of deception.  These ladies chose to take action to 
protect their beliefs in freedom and the government that they wanted to live under. 
If you were a spy and caught behind enemy lines, the penalty was death by hanging.  You will find this book 
to be very interesting.  This book is “WOW!” rated. 
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When a Rose is Not a Rose: Stories of Women Soldiers in the Civil War by Rebecca D. Larson, 66 
Pages, 5 ½” X 8 ½”, Softcover, ISBN: 1-57747-053-2 Price: $7.95 
 
Ladies, some women disguised themselves to look like men by cutting their hair very short and using baggy 
uniforms.  Historian’s estimate that more than 400 women disguised as men fought in the Civil War.  
Presented in this book are over 100 names and available information.  Some of these women were killed in 
action, some were discovered and dismissed from the service and some were never discovered until years 
after the war was over.  This book is “WOW!” rated. 
 
White Roses: Stories of Women Nurses in the Civil War by Rebecca D. Larson, 70 Pages 
Softcover, ISBN: 1-57747-011-7 Price: $7.95 
 
Some women wanted so badly to help with the war effort that they volunteered to work as nurses. 
This was very demanding and hard work.  Sometimes the sights were sickening when men were missing 
arms, legs, gut shot, and missing part of their face.  The nurses also had to take care of the sick soldiers.   
Still women worked as nurses and greatly helped in the war effort.  This book tells the story of forty ladies 
who worked as nurses and gives a biographical sketch of each one. 
This book will make you feel good about the contribution that ladies made during our American Civil War.  
This book is “WOW!” rated. 
 
Ministering Angel: The Reminiscences of Harriet A. Dada by Edmund J. Raus, Jr.,  
64 pages, 5 ½” X 8 ½”, Softcover, ISBN: 1-57747-099-0 Price: $7.95 
 
This book is a concise biography of Harriet A. Dada, who worked as a nurse during the Civil War.  Her 
experiences as a nurse were told in a series of ten articles in the National Tribune, which she authored in 
the 1880s.  She wrote that taking care of the sick and wounded soldiers was, “one of the greatest privileges 
given to an American woman.”  This book will enlighten and inspire you. 
This book is “WOW!” rated. 
 
A Woman of Honor: Dr. Mary Walker and the Civil War by Mercedes Graf, 112 pages, 
5 ½” X 8 ½”, Softcover, ISBN: 1-57747-071-0 Price: $9.95  
This book provides a unique view of a female surgeon who worked in the Union army during the Civil War.  
Dr. Mary E. Walker was the only woman to ever receive the Congressional Medal of Honor and in the 20th 
Century to have her likeness placed on a U.S. postage stamp.   This is a very interesting book and you will 
enjoy learning about Dr. Mary E. Walker.   
This book is “WOW!” rated. 
 
Editors Note: 
The remainder of these books are written for collectors of American Civil War Weapons and for historians 
and scholars.  The last book listed is from the movie Gods and Generals and is for the general reader. 
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Introduction to African American Photographs 1840-1950 by Ross Kelbaugh, 120 pages, 
8 ½” X 11”, Softcover, ISBN: 1-57747-115-6, Price: $14.95 
 
This book is geared to help the collector identify, research, care for, and collect African American photos.  
This book is heavily illustrated and it includes an extensive catalogue of resources for researchers.  This is a 
very nice book for the collector and anyone interested in this subject. 
This book has a “WOW!” rating. 
 
American Manufacturers of Combustible Cartridges by Terry A. White, 112 pages,  
5 ½” X 8”, Softcover, ISBN: 1-57747-085-0 Price: $9.95 
  
This is a very nice reference book for the American Civil War ammunition collector.  The book contains three 
articles on the manufacturers of combustible ammunition including James Merrill, E. R. Sturtevant, and H. 
W. Mason.  This book should be in the library of Civil War firearms collectors.  This book has an 
“Excellent” rating. 
 
The Confederate Field Manual by the Confederate Ordnance Bureau, 176 pages,  
5 ½” X 8 ½”, Softcover, ISBN: 0-939631-02-4 Price: $14.95 
 
This is a great reference book for the gun collector, the sword collector, the re-enactor, the Confederate 
collector, and the historian.   This is a reprint of the 1862 edition of this Confederate ordinance manual.  The 
book contains sections on artillery, projectiles, small arms, ammunition, swords, accouterments, and much 
more.   The book is enhanced with a thirty-two-page photo supplement.  This is a very nice book for the Civil 
War military collector.   
This book has a “WOW!” rating. 
 
Rules to be Observed in C.S. Arsenals by Capt. John W. Mallet, C.S.A., 48 pages, 
5 ½” X 8 ½”, Softcover, ISBN: 1-57747-095-8 Price: $5.00 
 
This book is a reprint of “Rules to be observed in the Laboratories of C.S. Arsenals and Ordnance Depots,” 
with “Instructions to Ordnance Officers in the Field,” additional rules, how they came about, and Mallet’s first 
inspection tour of the facilities.  This book is for gun collectors, artillery shell collectors, Civil War ammunition 
collectors, Confederate collectors, and historians.   
This book has an “Excellent” rating. 
 
Gods and Generals Photographic Companion by Rob Gibson & Dennis E. Frye, 88 pages, 
11 X 8 ½”, Softcover, ISBN: 1-57747-096-6 Price: $19.95  
 
This book is a factual account of the events portrayed in the book and movie Gods and Generals.   The book 
is illustrated with photographs of the cast and scenes from the film taken by Rob Gibson with his vintage 
camera using the glass plate method.   This is a very nice book and the photos look very 1860s.  This book 
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will make a very nice addition to anyone’s library.  This book is “WOW!” rated. 
 
“If the teacher said on the report card, This kid is a hopeless jackass who may have trouble learning 

his zip code, then the parent wouldn’t be teased by the possibility of scholastic success.”   
~ Bill Cosby ~ Fatherhood (1987) 

 
T h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a  P r e s s  

116 S. Boundary St., Chapel Hill, North Carolina 27514-3808 
Web site: http://uncpress.unc.edu/books 

 
The House on Diamond Hill: A Cherokee Plantation Story by Tiya Miles, 336pp. 18 illus.,  
1 table, 4 maps, appends. notes, bibl. index, ISBN 978-0-8078-3148-1 Cloth w d/j, $32.50 
 
At the turn of the 19th century, Cherokee chief James Vann established a plantation known as Diamond Hill 
in the southeastern Cherokee Nation in Georgia.  This book tells the story of Diamond Hill’s founding, it’s 
flourishing, it’s takeover by white land-lottery winners on the eve of the Cherokee Removal, its decay, and 
ultimately its renovation in the 1950s.  This is a great book to add to your American Indian or Georgia library.  
This book has an ‘Excellent’ rating. 
 
Confederate Minds: The Struggle for Intellectual independence in the Civil War South by Michael T. 
Bernath, 432pp. 7 illus. notes, bibl. Index, ISBN 978-0-8078-3391-9 Cloth w d/j, $39.95  
 
This is a story of a group of Southern writers, thinkers, editors, publishers, educators, and ministers 
dedicated to liberating the South from it’s dependency on Northern books, periodicals, and teachers.  The 
desire to stop a state of cultural “vassalage” to their enemy.   In the end the Confederates proved no more 
able to win their intellectual independence than their political freedom.  This book will make a nice addition to 
your Confederate library.  This book has an ‘Excellent’ rating. 
 
U.S. Grant: American Hero, American Myth by Joan Waugh, 384pp. 69 illus. 3 maps, notes, bibl. 
Index, ISBN: 978-0-8078-3317-9 Cloth w d/j, $30.00 
 
Ulysses S. Grant was the most famous person in America it the time of his death.  Today his monuments are 
rarely visited, his military reputation is overshadowed by that of Robert E. Lee, and his presidency is 
permanently mired at the bottom of historical rankings. 
 
After the failure of Reconstruction, the dominant Union myths about the war gave way to a southern version 
that emphasized a more sentimental remembrance of the honor and courage of both sides and ennobled the 
“Lost Cause.”  By the 1920s, Grant’s reputation had plummeted. 
 
Joan Waugh, uncovers the reasons behind the rise and fall of Ulysses S. Grant and the fluctuating memory 
of the Civil War itself.  This is a nice addition for your Union bookshelf. 
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This is a very interesting book and is rated as ‘Excellent.’ 
 
West Pointers and the Civil War: The Old Army in War and Peace by Wayne Wei-siang Hsieh, 304pp. 
3 charts, 2 tables, 4 maps, notes, bibl. Index ISBN: 978-0-8078-3278-3  
Cloth w d/j, $30.00 
 
This book covers the steady progression of improvement in the U.S. Army from 1814 to 1865.  How the “old 
army” transformed itself into a professional military force after 1814 and more importantly how “old army” 
methods and West Point graduates profoundly shaped the conduct of the Civil War.  This book has a 
“WOW!” rating. 
 
Fields of Blood: The Prairie Grove Campaign by William L. Shea, 368pp. 41 illus. 17maps, appends, 
notes, bibl. Index ISBN: 978-0-8078-3315-5 Cloth w d/j $35.00 
 
After months of maneuvering punctuated by five battles in three states, the armies led by Thomas C. 
Hindman and James G. Blunt would meet one last time at an obscure Arkansas hamlet named Prairie Grove 
on Sunday, December 7th, 1862.  After an all day slug feast between these two armies the struggle was a 
tactical draw, but a key strategic victory for the Union, as the Confederates never again seriously attempted 
to recover Missouri or threaten Kansas.   
This book has an ‘Excellent’ rating. 
  
Why Confederates Fought: Family and Nation in Civil War Virginia by Aaron Sheehan-Dean 
312pp. 6 illus. 3 figs. 3 tables, 3 maps, append. Notes, bibl. Index ISBN: 978-0-8078-6184-4 Trade 
Paperback, $22.95 
 
Virginia soldiers continued to be motivated through the war by the profound emotional connection between 
military service and the protection of home and family, even as the war dragged on.  The experience of 
fighting redefined southern manhood and family relations, established the basis for postwar race and class 
relations, and transformed the shape of Virginia itself.  Virginians’ experience of the Civil War offers to the 
reader important lessons about the reasons we fight wars and the ways that those reasons can change over 
the period of the war.   
This book has an ‘Excellent’ rating. 
 
The Last Generation: Young Virginians in Peace, War, and Reunion by Peter S. Carmichael 
360pp. 27 illus. 12 tables, 1 map, append. Notes, bibl. Index ISBN: 978-0-8078-6185-1 Trade 
Paperback, $22.95 
 
Peter S. Carmichael has the reader look closely at the lives of more than one hundred young white men 
from Virginia’s last generation to grow up with the institution of slavery. These young men served as officers 
in the Army of Northern Virginia as frontline negotiators with the non-slave-holding rank and file.  After the 
war, however, they quickly shed their Confederate radicalism to pursue the political goals of home rule and 
New South economic development and reconciliation.  Not until the turn of the century, when these men 
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were nearing the ends of their lives, did the myth making and storytelling begin, and members of the last 
generation recast themselves once more as unreconstructed Rebels. Carmichael sheds new light on the 
formation and reformation of southern identity during the turbulent last half of the nineteenth century. 
This book has an ‘Excellent’ rating. 
 
The Divided Family in Civil War America by Amy Murrell Taylor, 336pp. 9 illus. 1 table, append. 
Notes, bibl. Index ISBN: 978-0-8078-6186-8 Trade Paperback, $22.95 
 
The American Civil War has long been described as a war pitting “brother against brother.”  In hundreds of  
border state households, brothers—and sisters—really did fight one another, while fathers and sons argued 
over secession and husbands and wives struggled with opposing national loyalties. Even enslaved men and 
women found themselves divided over how to respond to the war.   
 
Amy Murrell Taylor demonstrates how the effects of the American Civil War went far beyond the battlefield to 
penetrate many facets of everyday life.   This interesting book leaves the reader with something to ponder 
as to how they would have reacted.   This book has a “WOW!” rating. 
 
A Savage Conflict: The Decisive Role of Guerrillas in the American Civil War by Daniel E. Sutherland, 
456pp. 16 illus. 3 maps, notes, bibl. Index ISBN: 978-0-8078-3277-6 Cloth w d/j $35.00 
 
Early in the American Civil War, Confederate military and political leaders embraced guerrilla tactics.  They 
knew that “partisan” fighters had helped to win the American Revolution.  As the war dragged on and 
defense of the remote spaces of the Confederate territory became more difficult, guerrilla activity spiraled 
out of state control.  It was adopted by parties who had interests other than Confederate victory, southern 
Unionists, violent bands of deserters and draft dodgers, and criminals who saw the war as an opportunity for 
plunder.  Once vital to southern hopes for victory, the guerrilla combatants proved a significant factor in the 
Confederacy’s final collapse. 
This book has a “WOW!” rating. 
 
Scarlett’s Sisters: Young Women in the Old South by Anya Jabour, 384pp. 26 illus. Notes bibl. Index 
ISBN: 978-0-8078-5960-5 Trade Paperback, $22.95 
  
Anya Jabour demonstrates that nineteenth-century southern girls and young women, once reluctant to 
challenge white supremacy and male dominance, became more rebellious. They adopted the ideology of 
Confederate independence in shaping a new model of southern womanhood that eschewed dependence on 
slave labor and male guidance.   
 
The South’s old social order was maintained and a new one created as southern girls and young women 
learned, questioned, and ultimately changed what it meant to be a southern lady.   This is a ‘must have’ 
book for your women in the Civil War bookshelf.  This very interesting book has earned a “WOW!” 
rating. 
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Chancellorsville: The Battle and Its Aftermath Edited by Gary W. Gallagher, 288pp, 34 illus. 
13 maps, notes, bibl. Index ISBN 978-0-8078-5970-4 Trade Paperback, $19.95 
  
Professor Gary W. Gallagher and a distinguished group of other history professors from around the country 
have written a collection of eight original essays.  The contributors revisit specific battlefield episodes that 
have in the past been poorly understood. 
 
The topics covered in this volume include the influence of politics on the Union army, the importance of 
courage among officers, the impact of the war on children, and the state of battlefield medical care.  Other 
essays illuminate the important but overlooked role of Confederate commander Jubal Early, reassess the 
professionalism of the Union cavalry, investigate the incident of friendly fire that took Stonewall Jackson’s 
life, and analyze the military and political background of Confederate colonel Emory Best’s court-martial on 
charges of abandoning his men.  This is a ‘must have’ book for your Civil War library.  This book is very 
enlightening about what took place at Chancellorsville that we never knew about.   
This book has a “WOW!” rating. 
 
 
The Shenandoah Valley Campaign of 1864 Edited by Gary W. Gallagher, 416pp. 38 illus.  
1 fig. 2 tables, 7 maps, notes, bibl. Index ISBN 978-0-8078-5956-8 Trade Paperback $19.95  
 
The eleven original essays in Gary W. Gallagher’s book The Shenandoah Valley Campaign of 1864 
reexamine common assumptions about the campaign, it’s major figures, and its significance.  These essays 
examine strategy and tactics, the performances of key commanders on each side, the campaign’s political 
repercussions, and the experiences of civilians caught in the path of the armies. 
 
These essays highlight important connections between the home front and the battlefield, as well as ways in 
which military affairs, civilian experiences, and politics played off one another during the campaign.  This is 
an enlightening look at what took place in the 1864 Campaign in the Shenandoah Valley.  This book has a 
“WOW!” rating 
 
 
Modernizing a Slave Economy: The Economic Vision of the Confederate Nation by John Majewski, 
256pp. 6 illus. 10 tables, 2 maps, append. notes, bibl. Index,  Cloth w d/j  
ISBN: 978-0-8078-3251-6 $39.95  
 
Secessionists strongly believed in industrial development and state-led modernization.  They blamed the 
South’s lack of development on Union policies of discriminatory taxes on southern commerce and unfair 
subsidies for northern industry. 
 
Confederates’ opposition to a strong central government was politically tied to their struggle against northern 
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legislative dominance.  Once the Confederacy was formed, those who had advocated states’ rights in the 
national legislature in order to defend against northern political dominance quickly came to support 
centralized power and a strong executive for war making and nation building.  This is a very interesting 
book.  This book has an ‘Excellent’ rating. 
 
Slavery and Public History: The Tough Stuff of American Memory Edited by James Oliver Horton and 
Lois E. Horton, 288 pp. 12 illus. Notes, Index, ISBN: 978-0-8078-5916-2 Trade Paper, $19.95  
 
America’s slave past is being analyzed as never before, yet it remains one of the contentious issues in U.S. 
memory. 
 
In recent years, the culture wars over the way that slavery is remembered and taught have reached a new 
crescendo.  From the argument about the display of the Confederate flag over the state house in Columbia, 
South Carolina, to the dispute over Thomas Jefferson’s relationship with his slave Sally Hemming and the on 
going debates about reparations, the questions grow ever more urgent and more difficult.  How people 
remember their past and how the lessons they draw influence American politics and culture today.  This 
book has an ‘Excellent’ rating. 
 

Teachers are more than any other class, the guardians of civilization. 
~ Bertrand Russell (1872-1970) ~ 

 
CAXTON PRESS 

Publishing fine books since 1925. 
312 Main Street, Caldwell, Idaho 83605 

(208) 459-7421 or (800) 675-6465 
Fax: (208) 459-7450 Email: publish@caxtonpress.com  

Website: www.caxtonpress.com  
Individuals receive 15% off all online orders. 

 
Book Reviewers Note:  
I am totally impressed with the over all quality of Caxton Press books.  The book layout, illustrations, 
readability, the font is pleasing to the eyes, the quality of the photographs, and the binding.   Each book is 
sealed with a plastic wrap after it has completed the printing and binding process in the press section.   
What the customer receives is a totally mint book with no dings, scuffs, or tiny tears in the dust jacket.   What 
we have here is complete and total customer satisfaction and that leads to repeat sales for Caxton Press 
and very happy readers!  Don’t you just love it when a good plan comes together? 
 
NEW! 
The Pony Express Trail: Yesterday and Today by William E. Hill, 6”X 9”, 321 pages, photos, maps, 
bibliography, index, ISBN-13: 978-0-87004-476-2 Trade Paperback, $18.95 
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On the 150th anniversary of it’s founding, William E. Hill tells the story of the Pony Express and takes us on a 
tour of the 2,000-mile route—now a National Historic Trail.  We get to see photos of the route they traveled. 
For $25.00 dollars a week pay, you could be a Pony Express Rider if you were a skinny, wiry fellow, not over 
eighteen, expert rider, willing to risk death daily, and orphans were preferred. 
You rode through the summer’s heat and the cold blizzards of winter.  You had to watch out for Indians, 
outlaws, and buffalo stampedes.  
 
The Pony Express operated for less than two years and lost an enormous amount of money.  But the Pony 
Express delivered the mail to California at a critical time in our country’s history.   It was just before the start 
of our American Civil War and before the telegraph lines were completed across the country.   The Pony 
Express kept people in California informed about what was happening while America was starting to split-in-
two with a great Civil War.   This book is a great addition to your Western or Civil War library.  This book 
has a “WOW!” rating. 
 
Four Days From Fort Wingate: The Lost Adams Diggings by Richard French, 6” X 9”, 240 pages, 
maps, illustrations, index, ISBN: 0-87004-362-5 Trade Paperback $9.95 
  
Do you remember seeing the movie MacKenna’s Gold?  The story of the Lost Adams Diggings inspired the 
movie as well a few books.  Richard French does a marvelous job in this book telling the story behind the 
legend of the Lost Adams Diggings.  This is a book that you don’t want to put down until you have read the 
last page.  This book has a “WOW!” rating for excitement! 
 
Blood at Sand Creek: The Massacre Revisited by Bob Scott, 6” X 9”, 214 pages, illustrations, index, 
ISBN: 0-87004-361-7 Trade Paperback, $8.95 
  
It was one hundred and fifty years ago that the bugle sounded charge in the cool dawn air as Colorado 
volunteers under the command of Colonel Chivington rode into Chief Black Kettles encampment and started 
shooting and killing everyone in sight.  People still wonder today what really happened.  Bob Scott 
reexamines the battle, and he reaches some conclusions that will surprise some people.  This book has a 
“WOW!” rating for the detective work of Bob Scott. 
 
Pioneer Trails West Edited by Donald E. Worchester, Western Writers of America,  
8 ½” X 11”, 292 pages, illustrations, maps, ISBN: 0-87004-304-8 Cloth w d/j, $24.95 
 
This is a top quality book!  I really like the maps with the extra touch of the little western illustrations in the 
corners.  Now that’s a real touch of class that just makes this book stand above the rest.  The illustrations for 
the book are very nicely drawn and highlight the message of the text.   
 
Some of the greatest western writers have combined their talents to produce a classic book of American 
wilderness trails.  There are nineteen chapters that feature the old roads and trails that crisscrossed early 
America from coast to coast.  This outstanding book has earned a “WOW!” rating for being a first class 
book on western history. 
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The Deadliest Indian War in the West: The Snake Conflict 1864-1868 by Gregory Michno,  
6” X 9”, 450 pages, photographs, bibliography, index, ISBN-13: 978-0-87004-462-5, Trade Paperback, 
$18.95  
 
The Snake War is one of the least known of the many clashes between cultures in the American West.   I 
have been around for fifty-nine years and I had never heard of this war so it was all-new to me. 
 
Gregory Michno gives the readers the first comprehensive look at the natives, soldiers, and settlers who 
clashed on the high desert of Idaho, Nevada, Utah, Oregon, and Northern California in a struggle that over a 
four-year period claimed more lives than any other Western Indian War.  I was rather shocked by that 
statement until I read more about it.  I always thought it was Texas with the Comanches or Arizona with the 
Apaches.  All I can say is that they were rather quiet about it.  I guess it was due to lack of good 
communication in such rugged country.  This book has received an ‘Excellent’ rating. 
 
There are obvious places in which government can narrow the chasm between haves and have-nots.  

One is the public schools, which  
have been seen as the great leveler, the authentic melting pot. 
 ~ Anna Quindlen ~ As Quoted in The New York Times (1992) 

 
Savas Beatie 

Independent, Scholarly, And A Bit Old Fashioned 
P.O. Box 4527, El Dorado Hills, CA  95762 
Phone: 916-941-6896, Fax: 916-941-6895 

Web site: www.savasbeatie.com, E-mail: sales@savasbeatie.com 
 
Those Damned Black Hats! : The Iron Brigade in the Gettysburg Campaign by Lance J. Herdegen, 
336 pages, 44 photos and illustrations, 10 maps, introduction, notes, biblio. Index, appendices, 
epilogue, ISBN: 978-1-932714-83-8 Trade Paperback, Price: $19.95 
April 20, 2010 
 
It was on the 1st of July that the Confederate troops of General Robert E. Lee’s army ran headlong into a 
tough brigade of westerners known as the Iron Brigade beneath their unique black Hardee Hats.  Lee’s 
veterans had fought these men from Indiana, Wisconsin, and Michigan before at Brawner’s Farm at 2nd 
Manassas, South Mountain, Antietam, Fredericksburg, Mine Run, and the Overland Campaign.  Now these 
tough westerners stood before them once again blocking their way into a small farm town known as 
Gettysburg.  The cry went down the Confederate battleline; “its those damned black hats!”  For the next four 
hours the minnie balls flew through the air in a steady contest for every square yard of dirt.   
 
These western troops stood line to line and face to face with the boys from Dixie.  None of the battles in the 
past would ever compare to those four long hours at Gettysburg where the men of the Iron Brigade stood 
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their ground and were nearly annihilated.  The start of the day the Iron Brigade had 1, 883 men in the ranks 
and by nightfall on that July 1st only 671 men would answer muster. 
“Where has the firmness of the Iron Brigade at Gettysburg been surpassed in history?” asked Rufus Dawes 
of the 6th Wisconsin.  The brigade would fight on to the end of the Civil War, but it did so without it’s all 
Western makeup.  Never again was it a major force in combat. 
 
Lance J. Herdegen’s account is much more than a battle study.  The story of the fighting at the “Bloody 
Railroad Cut” is well known, but the attack and defense of McPherson’s Ridge, the final stand at Seminary 
Ridge, the occupation of Culp’s Hill, and the final pursuit of the Confederate Army has never been explored 
with such story-telling ability.  This is a first class account of one of the most famous fighting brigades of our 
American Civil War.   What a nice addition to your Union bookshelf this volume will make.  This totally 
excellent book is “WOW!” rated. 
 

Few things help an individual more than to place responsibility upon him,  
and to let him know that you trust him. ~ Booker T. Washington (1856-1915) ~ 

 
UNIVERSITY of UTAH PRESS 

J. Willard Marriott Library, Suite 5400, 295 S 1500 E SLC, UT 84112-0860 
Orders: 1-800-621-2736, Fax: 1-800-621-8476 

 
Splendid Heritage by John & Marva Warnock, 207pp. Illus. 250, Color Illus. 250, 11” X 11” 
Trade Paperback, ISBN 978-0-87480-960-2 Published 2009 Price: $49.95 
Cloth, ISBN: 978-0-87480-954-1 Published 2009 Price: $75.00 
 
This is a totally stunning book of American Indian Artifacts.  This represents the commitment of American 
Collectors to share the beauty and significance of hundreds of ethnographic treasures with a worldwide 
audience. 
 
Plains and Eastern Woodlands Cultures produced the majority of unusual artifacts.   Essays from 
internationally recognized scholars and curators accompany the full-page color images.  The contributors 
celebrate the artifacts for fine art, but also for their significance in the religious and political lives of their 
owners.  Some of these artifacts are: war clubs, shirts, leggins, cradles, sheaths and knifes, pipe bowls, 
tomahawks, saddles, moccasins, saddle blanket, pipe bags, bear claw necklace, charm bag, lance case, 
bandolier bags, puzzle pouch, blanket strips, gun case, dolls, bows, dance stick, pipe stems, hunters bags, 
toy cradles, coat, pouch, cradle boards, tipi bag, and case. 
 
This is a ‘must have’ book if you are interested in Native American made artifacts.   This book covers the 
pretty and decorative items that were part of every day life of the Americans Indians of the Great Plains and 
Eastern Woodlands of a hundred, to one hundred fifty years ago.    
This beautiful collection and this top quality made book have earned a “WOW!” rating. 
 
John Wesley Powell: His Life and Legacy by James M. Aton,  
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Bonneville Books University of Utah Press, 6” X 9”, 85pp. 1 Illus.  
Trade Paperback, ISBN: 978-0-87480-992-3 Published 2010, Price: $9.95   
E-Book, ISBN: 978-1-60781-954-7, Published 2010 $7.95  
  
This book covers Powell’s childhood, his military service in the Union army, loss of his arm at Gettysburg, his 
teaching career and the first explorer to run the rapids of the mighty Colorado River through the Grand 
Canyon.  
 
John Wesley Powell had influential positions within the Smithsonian’s Bureau of Ethnology and the United 
States Geological Survey. The little one arm man was an explorer, writer, geologist, anthropologist, land 
planner, and bureaucrat during his life.  That’s not bad for a disabled veteran of our American Civil War.  
This very interesting book has an ‘Excellent’ rating. 
 

“We teach for a future that we will not live to see.”  
~ Mr. Norman Bigham ~ Robert Lee Osborne High School, Marietta Georgia, 1969 

 
Mechling – Bookbindery 

Published by Firefly Productions Imprint of Mechling—Bookbindery 
1124 Oneida Valley Road—Route 38, Chicora, PA  16025-3820 
Phone: 800/941-3735 or 724/287-2120 ~~~~ Fax: 724/285-9231 

E-mail: sales@mechlingbooks.com ~~ Web Site: www.mechlingbooks.com  
 

Editors Note: I made a mistake a few issues back that needs to be corrected.  In talking on the phone to 
one of the pretty young ladies that work at Mechling Bookbindery, I was soon under the impression that Al 
Mechling had passed away as Marla Mechling was now running the bookbindery.   
 
In trying to be a southern gentleman, I didn’t want to ask outright if Al was dead, as that’s just not very 
proper if it had been a short time since his demise.  So I gently asked if Al “had crossed over the river to rest 
under the shade of the trees.”   Now every southerner knows that a person is deceased when that is said, as 
they were the last words of Confederate General Stonewall Jackson.  When I asked the question, Marla 
said, ”yes” as she thought I was talking about Al going fishing on the other side of the local river and was 
sitting in the shade of the trees.   
 
So being a gentleman with a “yes” answer, I printed the following in the newsletter when informing our many 
readers about the history of Mechling Bookbindery: 
 

“Al Mechling has “crossed over the river to rest under the shade of the trees."  Marla Mechling and her very 
talented team of craftspeople continue to produce some of the finest quality books on Western Pennsylvania 
and it’s part in the American Civil War that I have ever seen.” 
 

I was sitting back and feeling good that THE LONE STAR was sent out when low and behold  
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I received an e-mail telling me that Al had resurrected from the dead or shall I say that he had never passed 
away, period!   I was very confused (nothing unusual) and knew that I was back in malfunction junction!  
Well, I called Marla, and we compared notes.  I soon found out that that people in Pennsylvania don’t use 
the same terminology that Texans used.  Shocking! 
 
I am very happy to announce that Al Mechling is alive and well in Chicora, Pennsylvania.   I have completely 
recovered from the overdose of  “Stupid Pills!”   All’s Quiet on the Northern Front.  I am now out of trouble for 
a while, I hope!   Ready or not world, here I come!  
 
Knee Deep in Kim Chee: Seven Stories From The Korean War by David J. Widenhofer, 102pp. Photos 
b/w & color, Maps, ISBN: 978-0-9841400-3-9 Trade Paperback, $16.00 
 
In June of 1950 the army of North Korea aided by Communist China and the Soviet Union invaded the 
northern border area of South Korea.  The United States along with several member nations of the United 
Nations came to the aid of South Korea.   
 
Eventually Communist China sent hundreds of thousands of soldiers and military aid to help North Korea.  
This war would last three years, one month, and two days.  Before it was over more than 36,000 young 
American men were killed.  Over two million young men on the Communists side would perish in what was 
called the Korean War. 
 
This book is the story of seven young men from Western Pennsylvania who experienced this terrible war first 
hand.   This is a very moving story of seven young men trying to stay alive under very difficult 
circumstances.    When you finish reading this book you will appreciate those who fought in this cold 
miserable war for freedom a lot more.   This book has a “WOW!” rating. 
 
Letters From The Storm: The Intimate Civil War Letters of Lt. J. A. H. Foster 155 Pennsylvania 
Volunteers Written by Linda Foster Arden, Dr. Walter L. Powell, Editor, 
353pp. Photos b/w & color, Maps, Illustrations, Biographical Sketches, Bibliography, Index, ISBN: 
978-0-9841400-1-5 Trade Paperback, $29.95 
 
This is a collection of 304 letters written by Lieutenant J. A. H. Foster of the 155th Pennsylvania 
Volunteer Infantry, Company K, to his wife Mary Jane during our American Civil War. Lieutenant Foster was 
a very observant man and had a real eye for detail.  He would sometime draw sketches in his letters of what 
he saw.  Lt. Foster’s letters as a soldier in the field rival anything that has been published.   
 
Lt. Foster has another dimension that is not commonly talked about during Victorian times and that is the 
intimate exchange of the couple’s views on sex.  Throughout their long separation, the couple shares their 
passionate longing for each other, their fantasies, their apprehensions about mutual faithfulness—
expressions that certainly challenge the broad assumption that “Victorians” did not speak of these matters. 
 
The war had a big effect on Lieutenant Foster and his family.  These letters reveal a man of detail, purpose, 
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and passion caught up in a bloody war that just continues to slaughter young men in ever growing numbers.   
No reader of Letters of the Storm will ever wonder what life was like during this time of death and 
destruction.   This book is one of the very best collections of Civil War letters that I have read in the last fifty 
years that I have been studying this tragic conflict. 
This is a ‘must have’ book that everyone should have in his or her American Civil War library.   
This totally awesome book has received a “WOW!” rating. 
 
Remember Me: Civil War Letters Home From A Hospital Steward 1862-1864 Daniel McKinley Martin 
by Alan I. West, 328pp. Photos b/w & color, Photos of C.W. Medical Equip. & Medicines, ISBN: 978-0-
9841400-4-6 Trade Paperback $ 29.95 
 
Of the many letters of our American Civil War that survive today, very few are from hospital stewards.  The 
letters of Daniel McKinley Martin give detailed descriptions of diseases and 19th century medical theories; 
these letters are presented in the context of American Civil War medicine and the political and social venues 
of southwestern Pennsylvania.  
 
In 1862, Daniel Martin was living in Pittsburgh with his young family when he volunteered to serve as a 
hospital steward for the 2nd Virginia Volunteer Infantry (Union).  His diary speaks of financial hardships, 
secessionists, medicine, diseases, generals, patriotism, the deaths of his two brothers, battles, politics, 
slavery, religion, and family squabbles.   
 
The most important part of Daniel Martin’s letters is the medical parts.   Historians and scholars who are 
interested in the medical aspects of our American Civil War will find this book very enlightening.  Civil War 
medical re-enactors will increase their knowledge on their subject area, while other re-enactors can improve 
their first person portrayals with the other information that Daniel Martin talks about in his letters.  I was very 
impressed by this Civil War diary and I think you will also enjoy reading it.   This book has received a 
“WOW!” rating. 
 

I remember that northern math teacher telling us southern kids that, 
“Pie are square.”  I raised my hand and told that northern math teacher,  

“Pie are round, cornbread are square!”  
 

University of Tennessee Press 
110 Conference Center, 600 Henley Street, Knoxville, TN 37996 

Phone: 865-974-3321 Fax: 865-974-3724 
To Order Call: 1-800-621-2736 

 
Memoirs of the Stuart Horse Artillery Battalion Volume 2: Breathed’s and McGregor’s Batteries 
Edited by Robert J. Trout, ISBN: 1572337060 Cloth w d/j, Published July 2010  
Price: $49.95   
 

(Continued from page 63) 
 

 
(Continued on page 65) 

The Lone Star Book Review — Cont. 



P a g e  6 5  T h e  L o n e  S t a r       

This is the second and last volume of the memoirs of the Stuart Horse Artillery Battalion, editor Robert J. 
Trout brings together three more invaluable veterans’ reminiscences, these focusing on the cavalry batteries 
of Captain James Breathed and Captain William M. McGregor.  This was initially a single battery led by 
Major John Pelham; it was split in September 1862 into the 1st and 2nd Stuart Horse Artillery.  Command of 
the 1st fell to Breathed.   Captain Mathis W. Henry, who was soon replaced by McGregor after Henry took 
another command, initially led the 2nd. 
 
Henry H. Matthew’s memoir concentrates on Breathed’s actions as a battery commander.    
Richard Townshend Dodson memoir concentrates on the individual soldier and experiences amid marching 
and fighting.  Finally George W. Shreve’s memoirs deal with the inner workings of an artillery battery and the 
men’s social interactions.  This collection offers fresh insight into the experiences of the Confederate horse 
artillery, whose role in securing the reputation of the legendary J. E. B. Stuart cannot be underestimated.   
This book has an “Excellent” rating. 
 

The great tragedy of life doesn’t lie in failing to reach your goals. 
The great tragedy lies in having no goals to reach. 

~ Benjamin E. Mays (1894-1984) ~ 
 

CAMP POPE PUBLISHING 
Clark Kenyon Bookseller & Publisher 
P.O. Box 2232, Iowa City, IA 52244 

Fax: 319-339-5964 Phone: 319-351-2407 
E-mail: mail@camppope.com  

Web Site: http://www.camppope.com  
 

UNWRITTEN CHAPTERS 
OF THE CIVIL WAR 
WEST OF THE RIVER 

 
With the publication of Missouri Brothers in Gray, Camp Pope Publishing launches a new series of books 
edited and annotated by Michael E. Banasik, author of Embattled Arkansas: The Prairie Grove Campaign of 
1862.   Individual books in the series Unwritten Chapters of the Civil War West of the River will bring mostly 
unknown, first-hand accounts of the war west of the Mississippi, alternating the Southern and Northern point 
of view. 
 
Volume I: MISSOURI BROTHERS IN GRAY: THE REMINISCENCES AND LETTERS OF WILLIAM J. 
BULL AND JOHN P. BULL by Michael E. Banasik, 192 pages, 6” x 9”, Trade Paperback, 6 maps, 15 
illustrations, notes, appendices, bibliography, and index. (Published 1998; ISBN: 0-9628936-8-4) 
$12.95.  
 
These letters are from two brothers that served on the Confederate side. William Bull was in the Missouri 
State Guardsman and was captured at Camp Jackson in the spring of 1861.  William and his brother John 
both joined Gorham’s (later Tilden’s then Lesueur’s) Third Field Battery of Missouri Artillery. 
 
In 1862 John Bull became an officer in MacDonald’s Missouri Cavalry and later Newton’s 5th Arkansas 
Cavalry, CSA. 
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William’s reminiscence of the war, written in 1906 and unpublished until now, along with letters both brothers 
wrote home to St. Louis provide an engaging portrayal of camp life and battle in this often neglected theater 
of war.   
This is an excellent look at what two brothers experienced in the artillery and one brother later would 
experience in the cavalry West of the Big River.  This is a great addition to your Trans-Mississippi bookshelf.   
This book is “WOW!” rated. 
 
 
Volume II: RELUCTANT CANNONEER: THE DIARY OF ROBERT T. McMAHAN OF THE TWENTY-
FIFTH INDEPENDENT OHIO LIGHT ARTILLERY by Michael E. Banasik, 360 pages 
6” x 9”, Trade Paperback, maps, illustrations, notes, roster, appendices, and index. (Published 2000; 
ISBN 1-929919-01-8) $19.95. 
 
This is the story of the service of Robert McMahan who joined Company E, Second Ohio Cavalry on August 
10, 1861.  He arrived at St. Louis on January 18, 1862, and, following a short stay proceeded westward to 
Kansas, where he participated in the Indian Expedition of 1862, the Lone Jack pursuit in August, and 
numerous other scouts. 
 
On October 19th, 1862, trooper McMahan was involuntarily transferred to Stockton’s Kansas Artillery.  The 
battery became the Twenty-fifth Independent Ohio Light Artillery on February 17th, 1863, which made 
McMahan’s transfer permanent.  About a year later, upon returning from furlough, McMahan learned that he 
had been involuntarily transferred to Battery E, Second Missouri Artillery.  As an artilleryman, he would see 
service at Cane Hill, Prairie Grove, the Van Buren Raid, the Little Rock Campaign, and the Camden 
Expedition.   
 
Corporal McMahan was an excellent observer and chronicler of camp life and battlefield.  He took unusual 
interest in his physical surroundings, from identifying fossils and geological formations to surveying Union 
forts and camps. 
 
This book gives the reader a look at the constant reorganization of manpower in the Union army as they 
reshuffle people to fill losses in units.   We get a good look at the Union artillery in the western theater as 
well as the camp life.   This book is “WOW!” rated. 
 
 
Volume III: SERVING WITH HONOR: THE DIARY OF CAPTAIN EATHAN ALLEN PINNELL OF THE 
EIGHTH MISSOURI INFANTRY (CONFEDERATE). By Michael E. Banasik, 448 pages, 6” x 9”, Trade 
Paperback, maps, illustrations, notes, appendices, bibliography, and index. (Published 1999; ISBN 0-
9628936-9-2) $19.95. 
 
When the war began Eathan Allen Pinnell enlisted in Company F, Third Missouri Cavalry, Missouri State 
Guard (probably the Seventh Division).  Rising to the rank of sergeant, Pinnell left the Guard after his six-
month term of service had expired.  He joined the regular Confederate Army in August 1862, helping to 
organize what would become Company D, Eighth Missouri Infantry of which he was promoted to Captain of 
this Company. 
 
Captain Pinnell’s diary covers the battles of Prairie Grove, Pleasant Hill, and Jenkins’ Ferry.  This diary is 
probably one of the most thorough recollections of Confederate Service west of the Mississippi River.  
Captain Pinnell presents vivid accounts of battlefield actions, camp life, and opinions of the war, particularly 
on how the war should have been conducted. 
 
This diary is an informative look at the thoughts of a literate man.   Captain Pinnell’s diary is a ‘must have’ 
book for your Army of the Trans-Mississippi bookshelf.   
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This book has a “WOW!” rating. 
 
 
Volume IV: MISSOURI IN 1861: THE CIVIL WAR LETTERS OF FRANC B. WILKIE, NEWSPAPER 
CORRESPONDENT Edited by Michael Banasik, 424 pages, 6” x 9”, 
Trade Paperback, maps, illustrations, notes appendices, bibliography, and index. (Published 2001; 
ISBN 1-929919-02-6) $19.95. 
 
This book is an account of (Union) Newspaper Correspondent Franc B. Wilkie.   The book is broken down 
into two parts.  Part I “The Iowa First: Letters From the War,” are the reports Wilkie sent back to the 
Dubuque Herald as he accompanied the First Iowa Infantry from it’s training camp in Keokuk, Iowa, through 
to the Battles of Dug Springs and Wilson’s Creek, south of Springfield, Missouri (August 2 and 10, 1861). 
 
Part II Wilkie has correspondence on affairs in Missouri under the troubled command of Major General John 
C. Fremont with occasional forays into the field (Lexington, Shelbina, Springfield, Milford).  
 
There is a detailed roster of the First Iowa Infantry, casualty figures for the major military engagements that 
Wilkie covered, biographies of major participants, and other important background material.   
 
Wilkie gives the reader insight into the excitement of going off to war, the training of the troops and then the 
early battles in Missouri where the new troops find out that people die in battle in horrible ways.  This is a 
very nice addition to you war in the west library.   
This book is “WOW!” rated. 
 
 
Volume V: CAVALIERS OF THE BRUSH: QUANTRILL AND HIS MEN Edited by Michael Banasik, 256 
pages, 6” x 9”, Trade Paperback, illustrations, maps, notes, roster, bibliography, and index. 
(Published 2003; ISBN 1-929919-04-2) $17.95. 
 
This is a most unusual and welcomed book about Quantrill and his men.   These are actual news articles 
from three Houston, Texas, newspapers: Tri-Weekly Telegraph, Houston Tri-Weekly Telegraph, and the 
Houston Daily Telegraph during 1864 and 1865.    
 
There are twelve letters written by someone only known as “Wau-Cas-Sie” and are war dated accounts of 
the activities of William C. Quantrill’s guerrillas from a southern view point.   The reporting is not as 
dispassionate as we might have wished, but the information is confirmed in post war accounts by writers 
such as John Edward’s and some of Quantrill’s men.   Many times these accounts were thought of as pure 
fiction, but are now confirmed by these war time letters. 
 
The second part of the book is a republishing of the Columbia, Missouri, newspaper report of Frank James 
visit to Centralia in 1897 and a 1918 article by Allen Parmer, probably the youngest of Quantrill’s guerrillas, 
on Quantrill’s ride to Kentucky in 1865. 
 
This book has seven appendices containing resource material from official reports, period newspapers, and 
secondary studies of William Quantrill’s guerrillas.   
 
This book is a real treasure as it has this southern account on Quantrill’s guerrillas.   This makes an 
excellent addition for your Trans-Mississippi library.  This book is “WOW!” rated. 
 
 
Volume VI: DUTY, HONOR AND COUNTRY: THE CIVIL WAR EXPERIENCES OF CAPTAIN WILLIAM P. 
BLACK, THIRTY-SEVENTH ILLINOIS INFANTRY Edited by Michael Banasik, 512 pages, 6” x 9”, Trade 
Paperback, illustrations, maps, notes, roster, appendices, bibliography, and index. (Published 2006; 
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ISBN 1-929919-10-7) $24.95 
 
This volume is made up of 119 letters written by William P. Black, Captain of Co.K, 37th Illinois Infantry.   
These letters cover many subjects from the Battles of Pea Ridge and Prairie Grove, Arkansas, to operations 
in Louisiana and Texas.  These letters are well written and straightforward on the information they contain. 
 
This book also contains a very detailed roster of the 37th Illinois Infantry.   There is included an infamous 
Prairie Grove letter by officer “F” of the 37th, in which the bravery and leadership of William’s older brother 
Colonel John Black at Prairie Grove is impugned.  The scandalous letter led to the court-martial of its author, 
the unpopular Lieutenant-Colonel Henry Frisbie. 
 
You will enjoy reading this book about the different battles that are described and the scandalous letter.  
This book is “WOW!” rated. 
 
Camp Pope Publishing has just published a new Confederate volume to the Unwritten Chapters of the Civil 
War West of the River.  Hopefully I will receive a finished review copy soon and I will review it for you in a 
future edition of THE LONE STAR BOOK REVIEW.   
 
Time is the currency of teaching.  We barter with time.  Every day we make small 
concessions, small tradeoffs, but, in the end, we know it’s going to defeat us.   

~ Ernest L. Boyer “High School” (1983) ~ 
 
 

The Johns Hopkins University Press 
2715 North Charles Street, Baltimore, Maryland 21218 

www.press.jhu.edu   
 
 

Shipwrecks, Sea Raiders, and Maritime Disasters along the Delmarva Coast, 1632-2004  
By Donald G. Shomette, 448 pp. 39 halftones, and 3 line drawings, ISBN: 978-0-8018-8670-6                                       
Hardback, Published 2007, Price: $60.00 
 
The history of the Delmarva Peninsula’s Atlantic coast is rich with tales of heroism and tragedy claiming 
more than 2,300 vessels since 1632, rivaling North Carolina’s Outer Banks for the infamous title “The 
Graveyard of the Atlantic.”   Maritime historian Donald G. Shomette brings to life the stories of twenty-five of 
these sunken vessels—some are notorious and some are forgotten until now. 
 
Donald Shomette weaves together history, folklore, and legend in accounts of the tragic loss of the 1750 
Spanish treasure fleet, the British blockade of Delaware in the American Revolution, the depredations of 
Confederate commerce raiders during the American Civil War, the Billy Mitchell affair, the Hurricane of 1933, 
and the Nazi U-boat offensive of World War II. 
 
The appendix provides a complete catalog of all 2,300 recorded wrecks, including coordinates and location 
descriptions where available.   This book makes a fine addition to the library of the maritime historian, history 
buff, wreck diver, and the adventurer.  This book is “WOW!” rated.  
 
Killing Ground: The Civil War and the Changing American Landscape by John Huddleston, 
200 pp. 77 color photos 86 halftones, Published 2003, ISBN: 978-0-8018-6773-6 Hardback, 
Price: $40.00  
 
This is a great book in that it has color photos that are taken at sixty-two Civil War battles sites across the 
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nation and they are compared with original photos taken during the war on the same day and time of day, as 
were the originals.  All of these photos share a single commonality, that Americans were killed here by other 
Americans.   Some of these places are well-manicured parks while other places are strip malls and 
nationally recognized hamburger stands.   Some of these photos challenge the meaning of place in 
American culture and the evolving legacy of the Civil War in our national memory.  This is an excellent 
book for your library and it has received a “WOW!” rating. 
 
 Every act of conscious learning requires the willingness to suffer an injury to one’s 
self-esteem.  That is why young children, before they are aware of their own self-
importance learn so easily; and why older persons, especially if vain or important, 

cannot learn at all.  ~ Thomas Szasz ~ 
 

University of New Mexico Press 
Orders: 1-800-249-7737 ~ Web: www.unmpress.com  

 

Raptors of New Mexico by Jean-Luc E. Cartron, 728 pages, 744 color photographs, 
8 halftones, 3 line illustrations, 26 maps, ISBN: 978-0-8263-4145-7 Hardcover $50.00 
Publication: July 15, 2010 
 
This is a beautiful book that deals with Eagles, Kites, Vultures, Hawks, Falcons, and Owls.  Under each 
raptor category it is broken down into individual categories like Barn Owl, Mexican Spotted Owl, and Cactus 
Ferruginous Pigmy-Owls. 
 
This book is two inches thick and just loaded with beautiful color pictures of these meat-eating birds known 
as raptors.  There are 41 contributing authors that help guide the reader through the many different bird 
types. 
 
We get to see aerial skirmishes in the sky, raptors living in buildings, and clumsy fledglings crashing to the 
ground.   These are just a few of the many outstanding photos in this book. 
This is a ‘must have’ book for anyone who loves and appreciates Eagles, Hawks, Owls and other raptors 
that soar so beautifully in the sky.  This book has a “WOW!” rated. 

 
Mother Jones: Raising Cain and Consciousness by Simon Cordery, 224 pages, 22 halftones, ISBN: 
978-0-8263-4810-4 Trade Paperback, $21.95, Pub. April 15, 2010 
 
Mary Harris “Mother” Jones had a life touched by tragedy and deprivation—a childhood in Ireland that 
started with the great potato famine, immigration to Canada and then the United States, marriage followed 
by the deaths of her husband and four children from yellow fever, then the destruction of her dress business 
in the great Chicago fire of 1871—all forged the stalwart labor organizer into a force to be reckoned with.  
 
Her activism in support of American working men and women began after the age of sixty.   The 
grandmotherly persona she projected won the hearts and her stirring rhetoric the minds of the working 
people.  She made herself a national symbol of resistance to tyranny.   “Mother Jones” criss-crossed the 
country to demand higher wages and safer working conditions.   She fought for justice in mines, factories, 
and workshops across the nation.   
 
Through her sixties, seventies, and eighties, Mother Jones ventured into isolated valleys and up treacherous 
mountainsides, slept on cold floors and in prison beds, and stood up to private detectives and federal troops.   
For her troubles she was condemned as “the most dangerous woman in America.” 
 
At the age of ninety-three, “Mother Jones” passed away in 1930.   “Wealthy coal operators and capitalists 

(Continued from page 68) 
 

(Continued on page 70) 

The Lone Star Book Review — Cont. 



P a g e  7 0  T h e  L o n e  S t a r       

throughout the United States breathed a sigh of relief, while toil-worn men and women would weep tears of 
bitter grief.”  The courage of  “Mother Jones” is notorious and admired to this day.  Simon Cordery does an 
excellent job of covering the life and times of this amazing woman and explaining the dramatic times through 
which she lived and to which she contributed so much. 
 
I thoroughly enjoyed reading this book as “Mother Jones” had spunk and didn’t back down from threats 
made by these capitalists and mine operators.   This tiny little old lady had these big greedy men shaking in 
their boots.  I highly recommend this book for your reading pleasure.  This book is “WOW!” rated. 
 
Sandra Day O’Connor: Justice in the Balance 
By Ann Carey McFeatters 
ISBN: 978-0-8263-3218-9 Trade Paperback 
232 pages, 1 halftone Publication: Mar. 15, 2006 
$21.95 
 
Born in El Paso, Texas, Sandra Day O’Connor grew up on the Lazy B, a cattle ranch that spanned the 
Arizona-New Mexico border.  There she learned lifelong lessons about self-reliance, hard work, and the joy 
of the outdoors.  Sandra’s character and pioneer spirit was being forged in the rugged and unforgiving 
terrain of the American West for great things to come in her future. 
 
Sandra has a great love for law and justice; at Stanford University she learned her trade.  Upon graduation 
she struggled with her inability to find a job – law firms had no interest in hiring a woman lawyer.  Later 
Sandra would juggle marriage, a career in law, politics, three sons, breast cancer, and the demands of fame. 
 
Washington, D.C.—On July 1, 1981, President Ronald Reagan interviewed Sandra Day O’Connor as a 
candidate for the United States Supreme Court.  A few days later President Reagan placed Sandra’s name 
in nomination for the vacant seat on the Supreme Court.   
 
Soon the Lone Star of Texas and the Copper Star of Arizona would shine even brighter as Sandra Day 
O’Connor would become the first woman justice and one of the most powerful women in the nation.  Sandra 
had come a long way from sitting on a saddle horse at the Lazy B cattle ranch, to sitting on the bench of the 
United States Supreme Court.   
 
Sandra Day O’Connor is a remarkable pioneer woman in the judicial field who helped change American 
society and that shaped a whole generation of Americans.  Sandra Day O’Connor is an inspiration for the 
young people of America to be all that they can be in life and to never give up on their dreams.  This 
excellent book receives a “WOW!” rating. 
 

A teacher affects eternity; he can never tell where his influence stops. 
~ Henry B. Adams (1838-1918) ~ 

 
JOHN F. BLAIR PUBLISHER 

1406 Plaza Drive, Winston-Salem NC 27103 
Phone: 336-768-1374 Fax: 336-768-9194 

Phone: 1-800-222-9796 
www.blairpub.com  

 
STONEMAN’S RAID 1865 by Chris J. Hartley, ISBN-13: 978-0-89587-377-4 Hardback w d/j 
512 pages, Photos, Maps, $27.95 
 

Virgil Cane is the name, and I served on the Danville train, 
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“Til Stoneman’s cavalry came and tore up the tracks again. 
In the winter of ’65, we were hungry, just barely alive. 

By May the tenth, Richmond had fell, 
It’s a time I remember, oh so well. 

 
The night they drove old Dixie down, 

And the bells were ringing. 
The night they drove old Dixie down, 

And the people were singin’. 
They went, “La, la, la, la, la, la, la, la, la, la, la, la, la, la, la.” 

 
T h e  N i g h t  T h e y  D r o v e  O l d  D i x i e  D o w n  

Words and Music by Robbie Robertson 
c. 1969 (Renewed) WB Music Corp. and Canaan Music Corp. 

All Rights Administered by WB Music Corp. 
All Rights Reserved 

Used by Permission of Alfred Publishing Co., Inc. 
  
Stoneman’s Raid was just a few days before General Lee surrendered his army at Appomattox Court 
House.   Most history books never even mention the raid as the race to capture Lee’s army and the 
surrender are more important.   Shelby Foote offers a few paragraphs about the raid in his three-volume 
narrative, but leaves the readers with the impression that it mostly vexed Union commanders.  In the book 
Never Call Retreat, Bruce Catton suggests that the raid was well executed, but doesn’t elaborate.   The 
bottom line is that the raid has never been fully studied and was lost in the dustbin of history. 
 
Then in 1969 composer Robbie Robertson had a tune that he was writing lyrics too and he used Stoneman’s 
Raid as sort of a comparison to the war in Vietnam.  Robbie Robertson wasn’t aware of all of the historical 
facts other than a raid happened in the last few days of the American Civil War and it caused destruction 
and hardship on southerners.   The song The Night They Drove Old Dixie Down has been sung by Joan 
Baez, Bob Dylan, Bruce Hornsby and the Black Crows.    
 
In 1970, Stoneman’s Raid resurfaced in a Walt Disney made for TV movie entitled Menace on the Mountain 
starring Mitch Vogel and Jodie Foster.  So this little known raid from the Civil War has inspired a popular 
song and a made for TV movie. 
 
As far as General Stoneman goes he really wasn’t a very good general as he was usually a day late and 
troops short.   He is probably better known as a post Civil War Governor of California.   
 
So what makes Stoneman’s Raid 1865 important?   Chris J. Hartley has done a lot of research on this raid 
that went deep into Tennessee, North Carolina and western Virginia and totally devastated what little of the 
war-making capacity of the Confederacy that was still existing.  Was this raid really necessary?  Not really, 
as the Confederacy was rapidly falling apart and it was coming to a screeching halt in a few days anyway.  
This raid was actually over-kill on the part of General Grant.  I personally think General Grant used the raid 
to get General Stoneman out of the way, so General Sheridan’s cavalry could catch Lee’s Army and 
surround it.  This action brought about Lee’s surrender.    
 
General Stoneman’s raid is one of the few military operations that he led during the war that actually went 
well.  I think that is the real importance of this book.   It was the last nail in the Confederacy’s coffin.   All 
Confederate war supply operations were now destroyed.  It really was the night they drove old Dixie down.  
This book has a “WOW!” rating.  
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Hatteras Island: Keeper of the Outer Banks by Ray McAllister, 5x8, 256 Pages, April 2009 
Paperback $13.95, ISBN: 978-0-89587-363-4, Hardcover $19.95 ISBN; 978-0-89587-363-4 
 
Hatteras Island is a barrier island, part of the famed Outer Banks that runs parallel to the North Carolina 
coast.  Hatteras Island is thirty miles out in the Atlantic Ocean and it is a storm-buffeted island that is at the 
mercy of the storms at sea.  Yet people have been coming to the Outer Banks for centuries.  Hatteras Island 
is largely protected against intruders by national seashore status. 
 
Hatteras has long been known as a world-class sportfishing and windsurfing spot.  It has the tallest 
lighthouse in the United States.  It also has six small towns, pristine beaches, and historic lifesaving stations. 
 
The Outer Banks have quite an impressive history. It has had Italian explorer Amerigo Vespuccci in the 16th 
century, Blackbeard the pirate raided ships, Civil War battles, German U-boats in both 
World Wars and General Billy Mitchell’s 1923 demonstration of the effectiveness of air power helped lead to 
the establishment of the U.S. Air Force.  The treacherous coastline earned the sobriquet “Graveyard of the 
Atlantic. Hatteras Island is still a work in process as wind and waves are constantly redefining it.  This book 
will be a nice addition to your Civil War or Naval history bookshelf.  This book has an “Excellent” rating. 

 
The powers of students sometimes sink under too great a severity in correctionG

while they fear everything, they cease to attempt anything. 
~ Quintilian (c. 35-95 A. D.) ~ 

 
ATTENTION PUBLISHERS AND BOOK DEALERS 

I NEED YOUR HELP! 
PLEASE 

 
I have review requests that constantly come in and I try very hard to review books on what people wish to 
buy in today’s book market.   Sometimes these are new books and sometimes they are older books that are 
totally new to younger readers and even to some of us older folks. 
 
Reading, writing reviews, and publishing THE LONE STAR is a big enough job.  I just cannot spend my time 
constantly hunting and trying to find books, writing e-mails that might or might not acquire a finished review 
copy of the requested book for review.  There comes a time when I just have to work smarter and not harder 
in order to accomplish the goal.  Therefore I am going to list the specific book or the subject area in which 
people are interested.    
 
If you can provide a finished review copy, I will review the book, give you credit for providing the book, and 
inform our reading audience how to contact you to purchase their own copy of the book they are requesting.   
This is a win/win situation for the seller and the buyer.   I’ll have more time to read and write the reviews 
instead of hunting books.  This improves the cycle time from receiving to reviewing the book. 
 
Listed below are the many different e-mail requests for historical books to be reviewed.  I have tried to group 
them by topic or subject matter.  As you can see there are many people with different interests in history.  
Now you can understand why I need your help.  So let’s work together and I can send customers your way. 
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Special Review Requests by Collectors and Readers 
 

Books on Swords:  
British Swords, European Swords, Book on Sabers, Book on Sword Prices,  
Albaugh’s Confederate Swords, Albaugh’s Confederate Swords Photographic Supplement, Confederate 
Contract Swords   
 
Books on Knives: 
World War I Combat Knives, World War II Combat Knives, Vietnam War Combat Knives. 
 
Books on Medieval Times:  
Forging Swords and Armor, The Knights Templer and the Crusades.   
 
Books on Civil War Artifacts:  
Civil War Canteens, Civil War Belt Buckles, Civil War Spurs,  
Book on U.S. Civil War Saddles, Civil War Artillery Fuses, Dug-Up Artifacts, Relic Hunting. 
  
Books on Civil War Firearms:  
Manhattan Revolver, Albaugh’s Confederate Colt  
 
Books on W.W.I.:  
W.W.I. Machine Guns, W.W.I. German Collector Steins, W.W.I. Airplanes, W.W.I Land battles, W.W.I Naval 
battles, W.W.I. U-boats.    
 
Books on American Indians:  
Tomahawks, Totem Poles, Mescalaro Apaches    
 
Books on Uniform Insignia:  
Organization and Insignia of the American Expeditionary Force 1917-1923 
 
Review Requests by Young People: 
Too Young to Serve,  Children in the Civil War,  Haunted Battlefields of the South.  
 
Review Requests by Lady Civil War Re-Enactors: 
Women’s Clothing of the 19th Century, Hairstyles of the 19th Century,  
Children’s Clothing of the 19th Century, Mourning Jewelry of 19th Century 
 
Review Requests for Topic-Civil War Books: 
Civil War Military Prisons, Union Railroads, 2nd Iowa Infantry,  
Albaugh’s Confederate Faces, More Confederate Faces                                                                                    
 
Review Requests for Texas Books: 
Big Bend Country, Fort Davis, History of Texas Flags,  
Colonel Ranald S. Mackenzie, Fort Concho 
 
Review Requests on Cowboy Cooking: 
Bar-B-Q, Beans and Biscuits, Cowboy Cooking, Dutch Oven Cooking, Tex/Mex Cooking 
 
Review Requests for Cowboy Books and The Old West: 
Women Rodeo Riders, Cattle Ranching, Collecting Cowboy Gear, Stetson Hats,   
The Outlaw Belle Starr (Myra Belle Shirley) 
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Review Requests by Architecture Enthusiasts: 
Southern Plantation Houses, Texas Courthouses, Old Galveston Victorian Homes. 
 
Review Requests about Napoleonic Wars: 
Battle of Waterloo, Uniforms of the Napoleonic Wars 
 
Review Requests on British Army: 
Uniforms & Equipment of the British Army in World War I 
Head Dress of the British Heavy Cavalry 1842-1934  
  
Review Requests about Ancient Rome BC / AD: 
The Roman Army, Roman Military Campaigns, Roman Leaders  
 
Review Requests about Maritime Subjects: 
H.M.S. Thunderer  
Guiding Lights: U.S. Naval Academy Monuments and Memorials  
 
Review Requests about the Civil War Navy: 
Lincoln’s Brown Water Navy, Confederate Marines, Battle of Mobile Bay 
 
Review Requests about Railroads: 
In the Traces: Railroad Paintings of Ted Rose,  Perfecting the American Steam Locomotive  
 
Review Requests about the Oregon Trail: 
Incidents on the Oregon Trail 
 
Review Requests about Coin Collecting: 
Book about Lincoln Penny’s, U.S. Currency 
 
Review Requests about the American Revolution: 
The Continental Soldier, American Soldiers at Valley Forge. 
 
Review Requests about Horses: 
Horse Shoeing,  U.S. Army Olympic Equestrian Competitions 1912-1948 
  
Review Requests about the Spanish/American War: 
Teddy Roosevelt and the Arizona Rough Riders, The USS Olympia. 
 
Dear Publishers and Book Dealers I thank you very much for your help. 
Please let me know if you have a finished review copy on any of these subjects. 
                                   
 

My E-mail Address: onecoolporter@msn.com  
 
 
 

A friend loves at all times. ~ Proverbs 17:17 ~                       
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C l o s i n g  C o m m e n t s  
 
I hope that you have found some publications in this review that have aroused your attention, gained your 
interest, sparked your desire and will spur you into action to acquire them for your entertainment and 
edification.  
 
I hope you have enjoyed some of the thoughts from The Quotable Teacher from Lyons Press,  
2003 placed between the different publishers, as it gives you something to ponder and hopefully touch your 
life. 
 
The next LONE STAR BOOK REVIEW will have some more interesting publications for your reading 
pleasure.                 
   
 “Please remember our young people in harms way as they loose their young lives everyday to keep us safe 
and free from terrorists.  Do something useful for others with your day of freedom and make their ‘greatest 
sacrifice’ more meaningful!” 

 
Until we meet again my reading friends. 

 
Care Deeply, Give Freely 
Think Kindly, Act Gently 

Be At Peace with the World  
And With Yourself.  

(Continued from page 74) 
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Charge to the Sons of Confederate Veterans  

 
"To you, Sons of Confederate Veterans, we will 
commit the vindication of the cause for which we 
fought. To your strength will be given the defense 
of the Confederate soldier's good name, the 
guardianship of his history, the emulation of his 
virtues, the perpetuation of those principles which 
he loved and which you love also, and those ideals 
which made him glorious and which you also  
cherish."  

Lt. General Stephen Dill Lee, Commander General,  
United Confederate Veterans, 

New Orleans, Louisiana, April 25, 1906.  
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N o t e d  A r m s  C o l l e c t o r ,  F l e m  R o g e r s   
G i v e s  a  P r e s e n t a t i o n   

T o  T h e  S u l  R o s s  C a m p  1 4 5 7  M e m b e r s   
A t  T h e  A u g u s t  2 7 ,  2 0 1 0  M e e t i n g  
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